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|THE business survivors are the good adver- 

tisers. But good advertising isn’t chiefly the 
putting forth of strong advertisements. Adver- 
tising is worse than useless if the goods are 
not as strong as the advertising. Survival. is 
foutedod on bed-rock quality. Good advertising 
must rest on that. Won't you test the advertising 
in this paper by that severe standard in actual 
purchase? We believe it will survive that test. 
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The Guide 


By Esther L. Williams 


KNOW not where my path shall lie; 
By waters still, or where the cry 
Of human need comes loud and clear 
From out the mire; it may be here, 
Not there, my path shall be; 
Nor would I choose a destiny 
Unhallowed by His will for me. 


But this I know: my Lord is Guide! 
And love and joy and peace abide 

As unto him my life I yield, 

That through my weakness he may wield 
His strength to lift, his power to free, 
His love in tender sympathy, 

And be, himself, my ‘Victory. 








Why Not Me? 


A desire for praise will often lead men into 


. Startling revelations of. their unworthiness of praise. 


We so easily come to want others to know our 
prowess, our acumen, our gifted handling of a situ- 
ation that even a light touch on the. edge of an 
event in which we are involved will set our part of 


the story instantly in motion. “And why. should I 
tell it?” exclaimed a reticent soldier who was taken 
to task by some friends who insisted on the story of 
a rumored exploit of his. Why, indeed? The tempta- 
tion to exalt self is-so subtle that it will do strange 
damage. Have you ever told any one of an achieve- 
ment in which you were prominent, onl to hear to 
your inward disappointment a hearty “Praise God!” 
when you had rather expected a ringing “Well 


-done, old fellow!” When a man has learned that 


is the worker, he will not say even to himself 
“Why not me?” when others praise God. 


x 
A Singing Atmosphere 


When a man is out of work is a good time to 
sing. For real singing never depends on songful 
“circumstances,” but on a songful heart. A mission- 
ary in South "America tells of a native convert, a 
shoemaker, whom he found one day with gn open 
hymn-book on his bench. The missionary asked if 
he had been singing in order to get some work. The 
shoemaker explained that for two weeks he had no 
work, and he would not sing. But at last he just 
had to sing, and very soon afterward some one or- 
dered a pair of boots to be made, and another cus- 
tomer brought a pair to be mended. He said that 
when he began to sing and be happy in the Lord 
he always got enough to do. Songful circumstances, 
after all, are necessary to a melodious heart. Paul 
and Silas in the stocks at Philippi were exultantly 
singing praises to God because they were immersed 
in joy-causing circumstances. For with their new 
eyes they looked not at the things that were seen but 
at the things that were not seen. Those to whom 
life is Christ never need suffer an interruption in 
songful joy. 

oe” 


Dangerous Consciences 


Obeying our conscience may get us into all sorts 
of trouble. For our conscience is not ah infallible 
guide; it can point in the wrong direction as readily 
as in the right. It has been said that a Hindu once 
remarked to a British administrator in India: “Our 


is the man who has done what he set out to do, 

and won the’prizes he has striven for, and now 
lives on in the midst of his achievement without in- 
terest or zest. Mr.-Chesterton has well said that the 
most amazing contradiction of our time is the failure 
of the successful man. Those who are struggling 
on cannot understand why life should become so flat 
and tasteless with those who have been successful. 
It is certain that all the worst pessimism comes from 
-those who have gotten pretty much all they started 
to win, and not from those who are still struggling. 
There seems to come a change over the nature of 
the man who has, as we say, “arrived,” which we 
cannot account for. There is something illogical 
about it, that just when he ought to be most happy 
and satisfied he seems so often restless, displeased, 
and bored. And we are apt to say to ourselves that 
were -we ourselves fortunate enough to reach his 
position we should never know an unhappy hour. 

But we speak with little knowledge of ourselves 
and others when we are so sure that it could never 
be thus with ourselves. Satiety is.a fearful state to 
have to contend with. It is far more difficult than 
famine, and those who have to contend with it have 
found an issue that is one of the most real in the 
moral life. It deserves something other than con- 
tempt. And it may befall any of us. It has fallen 
upon some of the best. 

In mid-career when, after a youth of prodigious 
power and while he was still teeming with ambition, 
John Stuart Mill set coolly and definitely before him- 
self the ends for which he was striving, and then 
asked himself whether if he could achieve them right 


O=: of the most common phenomena of our day 


consciences tell us to burn our widows on the funeral 
pyres of their husbands.” To which the English- 
man replied: “And our consciences tell us to hang 
you if you do.” The fact that Paul had “lived be- 
fore God in all good conscience until this day” did 
not prevent his murdering such Christians as Stephen 
because they believed on Christ. Our conscience sim- 
ply tells us to do that which we think is right. And 
if we think the wrong is right our conscience will urge 
us to do the wrong. All this makes it pretty im- 
portant to yield our whole life to God, after accept- 
ing Christ as our Saviour, and then to study the 
Word of God, in order that we may have every pos- 
sible bit of knowledge as to what is right and wrong: 
what is God’s will for us under all circumstances. 
Paul learned that he must exercise himself to have a 
conscience void of offense toward God and men 
always (Acts 24:16). It costs more than mere 
“conscientiousness” to know what is right and wrong; 
but we can always know if we follow God’s method. 


x 
Really Trusting 


It is no compliment to believe in a person only 
while you are watching him. But if you believe in 
him, through and through, while you cannot watch 
him, your belief pays him a high tribute. And that 
is the kind of belief God asks for. It is belief with- 
out sight,—which is faith. Job described the testing 
to which our faith is often put, and what should be 
the glorious conclusion: 

“ Behold, I go forward, but he is not there; 

And backward, but I cannot perceive him; 

On the left hand, when he doth work, but I can- 

not behold him; 

He hideth himself on the right hand, that I can- 

not see him. 

But he knoweth the way that I take; 

When he hath tried me, I shall come forth as 

gold” (Job 23: 8-10), 


If we believe in God that way, when we cannot see 
him, or any of his work, or any evidence that he is 
even caring for us, we shall have miracle experiences 
of his sufficiency, his safeguarding, his power, and 
his victory in our lives. And we cannot have this on 
any other terms. 


Resisting Satiety 


then he would be content. In his autobiography he 
has told us how, suddenly, it came over him that they 
would not satisfy him. Then the zest went out of 
his life. By anticipation he saw clearly what thou- 
sands find only by dreary, actual experience, and 
then came a terrible experience in which he slowly 
worked his way back into some kind of satisfaction 
with life. 

In the turning of a hand, just when we have got- 
ten what we most wanted, and just when we are 
fairly sure that it will continue with us, the thing 
loses its charm and its taste. Just when all seemed 
to be going well, and we had gotten things into the 
shape we most coveted, the relish went out of it and 
we could not make ourselves care for it again. 

We see it on all sides, satiety. We see people 
who have had enough and cannot be roused to an 
active interest in life again. We see men and women 
who had keen spiritual interest, and then gradually 
or suddenly religion became to them a matter of dis- 
taste. They looked upon the great activities which 
gave all the glow to their youth, and the glow was 
gone. Enthusiasm became a painful thing to them. 
They could not feel it. And the zest of others be- 
came a displeasure. They feel a grievance at life 
itself as if it had played them false. In just this 
ss of mind many have deliberately ended their 
ives. 

Specialists have to deal’ often with this state of 
soul and body, and exhaust their resources of thought 
and skill to give back to their patients the-sense of 
something to live for. The day comes to many, 
which they thought never could come, when the 
dearly loved profession, which never failed so far to 
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enlist all their ardor, now grows heavy and the 
business which for so many years gave promise of 
being an incentive to the very end now ceases to 
allure. Those are crises in life. After every success 
in it a man may come to care as little for it as if 
he never had had any. The obstinate mechanism of 
life runs on after the reason for it seems to have 
fled. Prosperity is no finality, and even after we 
* have gotten it we may have to look elsewhere and 
far beyond it and above it for the power to enjoy it. 

The greatest victory we achieve is not in things, 
or successes, or achievements, but in the power to go 
on loving life to the very last. The world passes 
away and the desire for it, but he that doeth the 
will of God abideth forever. There is a way out. 
The long years went by and’ the apostle John saw 
the fatigued souls all around him who could take 
no more pleasure in life, but every day he and those 
who knew Jesus Christ found new reason for living. 
And around us still we see men and women with 
whom life has gone hard, and who have had no defi- 
nite material triumphs, but in whom life still burns 
strong and clear. They have resisted the satiety 
which is the nemesis of worldly life. 

And when anything of this sort begins to creep 
over us our safety lies in feeling that this state of 
mind always has something to do with God. Many 
give up to it, and feel that it was to be, and that 
they have simply run upon the law of all being. 
They acquiesce in what is merely a phase of our 
earthliness, but may be made, under God’s Spirit, a 
step heavenward, Christ loved to give the zest back 
to lives that had lost it. He was the Resurrection 
and the Life. Even after we have gotten everything 
we are still dependent upon him for the power to 
enjoy it. That power does not come of itself. It 
does not go with the most favored circumstances. 
It has to - received over and above them all. 

And the hour of our disenchantment with things, 
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and our disappointment and weariness with the facts 
of life, just when they seem so repetitious and 
monotonous that we look forward cheerlessly to an- 
other series of them, may be the hour when Christ 
can change all for us and give our hearts something 
to regale them. We are not done with life, as we 
suppose, when one of these periods falls upon us. 
The old hymns and the.old histories are full of this 
experience of satiety, when all things, and even the 
best things, cease to please, and the soul discovers 
that pleasure in life depends upon God. Committing 
their case to him men have found returning reasons 
for effort and higher reasons than ever before. Nor 
are they meager, and of the nature of mere resigna- 
tion. The soul becomes eager once more, and is 
able to say it has not had enough. The best is yet 
to be. No taint of ennui touches the words of Paul 
or — In a world where that was the prevailing 
malady these and their followers were seen to be 
the happy people, and men grew curious and 
covetous about what they had found. 

If we are to conquer this last great enemy, 
satiety, we must of course act in new ways and 
make moral-experiments. We must give our hearts 
to new things and take hold of life in untried ways. 
But zest and ardor are the will of God for us, not 
resignation and melancholy. One of the marvelous 
things which Christ did for men was td put back 
a motive into their lives where they were utterly 
without incentive. “All my springs are in thee.” 
And we are just finding out the facts of our exist- 
ence when pleasure runs dry and things do not satisfy 
us. We now have a chance to enjoy more keenly 
than ever. And our extremity in the form of taste- 
less days is God’s opportunity for putting us in the 
way of lasting joy. 

No strain in the Gospel is more insistent than the 
orte which tells us we were meant for joy, and that 
our joy should be full. 

° * 








Shall He Give Up His Position? 


I have been a reader of the Times for a number of 
years and it has been of priceless value to me. I notice 
your reply in Open Letters to the father concerning his 
boy doing soda fountain work on Sunday. I am a drug 
clerk, and on alternate Sundays am obliged to sell 
cigarettes, cigars, candy, etc., and in the summer work 
at the soda fountain. This work on the Sabbath day 
is very disagreeable to me, as I cannot feel that it is 
necessary, like the sale of necessary medicines. . 

I have been a Christian and in Sunday-school abou 
eleven years, and was led into the victorious life almost 
eight years ago. I feel that fellowship with Christ is 
growing closer and I know that he is leading me. Yet 
at times I am greatly troubled about Sunday work and 
what my example may mean to others. If it were my 
own store, I could not possibly do these things, and 
most of my Christian friends tell me I cannot help 
these conditions, as my life-work is to be a druggist 
and am not working in my own store. Still, at times, 
it seems that I am a partaker in these things (Eph. 
5: 7); I want to take the highest possible ground and 
yet not make a mistake. I feel God is using me in this 
town, and I often speak to others about their souls on 
these Sundays. I also have time for Bible reading and 
meditation and prayer on that day and get off for 
Sunday-school. 

I have prayed about it for years (have worked in 
three towns under much the same circumstances) and 
God lifts the burden and blesses me, but I do not know 
just what step I should take. At times I feel it is 
Satan worrying me needlessly. 

I know fully that God would supply my needs should 
he desire me to give up my work (as that is probably 
what it would mean), but Iam not just clear as to what 
he desires —A New Jersey Reader. 


Apparently the Lord has given this young Chris- 
tian clear guidance as to what He would have him 
do regarding this Sunday work. That is the only 
solution to individual questions on the observance of 
the Lord’s Day,—a direct, personal answer from the 
Lord himself. And such guidance is always given 
to the Christian who seeks it with his whole heart, 
desiring only God’s will in the matter. If this Chris- 
tian drug clerk had been glorifying God in his Sun- 
day work during these years, the Spirit would not 
be troubling him about the question of giving it up. 
When one who is wholly surrounded, and seeks to 
claim Christ as his victory is “greatly troubled,” 
there is something wrong. Probably he is making 
the mistake of continuing to pray for guidance in- 
stead of asking for—and accepting—grace to act 
upon the guidance God has already given. And that 
appears to be to give up the Sunday work and trust 
the Master—who is his real employer—fer all the 
results. 

The Open Letter referred to by the New Jersey 
reader (in the issue of November 4, 1916), which 
discussed a Texas father’s question about his son’s 
taking a job where he would have to work at a soda 


fountain on Sundays, called forth another letter 
concerning a drug clerk; it is a Mississippi mother’s 
testimony, giving a most remarkable life story of 
her son: . 


A few years ago I was called to Texas to my oldest 
son, who was seriously hurt on the railroad. I was 
with him six weeks in the sanitorium, and in this way 
became well acquainted with the surgeon in charge, 
who is ong of the most remarkable characters I have 
ever known, and certainly the busiest man I have ever 
met. But never did he miss being in his place~-in 
God’s house at both morning and evening service, as 
well as at the prayer-meeting service. The demands on 
that man were heavy, I watched him closely; I was 
actually fascinated by the tremendous amount of work 
he accomplished and by his unvarying attitude toward 
his Lord and Master. I at once determined that if it 
were possible I would send my second son, who was 
a college boy in Mississippi, to Texas, just to be asso- 
ciated with this splendid Christian character—to let him 
“catch step” and see that business and religion can and 
ought to go together. 

The lad was just seventeen, and being well advanced 
in. his studies, could easily drop out of college for a 
year. A position was found—in a drug store. When 
my older son was well enough for me to leave him I 
came home and sent the young lad to Texas to board 
in the home of this man of God and to work in the 
drug store. The lad himself was a most exemplary 
Christian; what I was after was to show John, who 
was on the very threshold of life, what a tremendous 
work a Spirit-filled man could do. 

The boy arrived in Texas on Friday—a total stranger, 
presented himself to his employer and went to work. 
Saturday night he was told to come to the store the 
next morning, open up, and go to work as usual. The 
boy, young, timid, and a stranger, was nonplussed. 
He obeyed. But he went to his room later and wrote 
his father that he was not willing to work on Sunday,— 
what must he do? The reply was, “By no means work 
on the Lord’s Day—come home if necessary.” 

The following Saturday night he was instructed as 
before. John explained that he could not work on Sun- 
day. Mr. C. replied, “You needn’t sell drinks—just cigars 
and prescriptions.” But John was firm, and said “no.” 
Mr. C. did not like it, but let it go for a while. Two 
weeks later he approached John again, saying business 
was rushing and that he-just must have him for two 
hours—then he could go to church and return after 
dinner and work for an hour and a half. 

John was fretted by this time, but managed to con- 
trol himself and still refused. Mr. C. saw he had gone 
a little too far and said, “Oh, well, I guess I can find 
some one to do that,” and left bothering John. In a 
few weeks John’s ‘salary was raised. 

Christmas came on and now Mr. C. thought that he 
would surely get him, for John was proving valuable 
to his employer. So the question was raised again, 
Mr. C. urging the Christmas rush, saying he would be 
asked to sell only prescriptions and remain just two 
hours. But like another lad who was even thrown into 
prison for maintaining his integrity, John refused and 
wrote us that he was tired of being treated this way, 
and if Mr. C. ever came to him again he would give 
up his job and come home. 
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But Mr. C. never came again. On the contrary he 
again raised John’s salary, and there grew up such a 
warm friendship between the two that at the end of 
the year when John came home Mr. C. offered him a 
partnership in the business. 

I wish to add that John was regular in his attendance 
upon the Sunday-school and church services, being a 
member of the choir and taking active part in the 
B. Y. P. U. work. He was graduated from college at 
the age of nineteen, held the principalship of high 
schools for three years, studying law at night through 
a correspondence course, stood his law examination in 
the spring of the third year, and was ready to practise. 
He located in one of our cities, having saved a few 
hundred dollars, but not enough to buy law books, 
rent and furnish an office and wait for casés. Now, 
then, what happens? “Happens?” He was taken in to 
the office of one of the largest and most remunerative 
firms in the city, and is making good. 

Bid that Texas Sunday-school man and father to 
remember, “Them that honor me I will honor.” 

Shall I add the sad part of this little incident? When 
John gave his final answer about working on the 
Lord’s Day the Sunday work was accepted by the son 
of a preacher. ° 


Hx 


The Name “Jesus Christ” 
in John’s Gospel 

In Dr. Thomas’ notes on the January 7 lesson, in the 
comment on John 1: 17, he says: “Jesus Christ.- The 
only place in the Gospel where this great historic name 
appears.” Is he not in error in this statement? It 
would appear so, if John 17: 3 is a correct statement: 

“And this is life eternal, that they might know 
thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou 
hast sent.” 

Then, too, Is His name “Jesus Christ”? Properly, is 
not: 

Jesus, his name, “Thou shalt call his name Jesus; 
for it is he that shall save his people from their sins” 
(Matt. 1: 21); 

Christ, his office, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of 
the living God” (Matt. 16: 16); 

Lord, his rank or title. Acts 2: 36 says “That God 
hath made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom 
ye crucified,” and “Gave unto him the name which. is 
above every name; that in the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow” (Phil. 2: 9, 10). 

Primarily, is not the title “The Christ,” “The Mes- 
siah,” of Jewish application and acceptance and recog- 
nition, and “Jesus” the universal identification? 


To this Dr. Thomas responds in the following let- 
ter, and in doing so he gives an interesting and sug- 
gestive study of the meaning of the names of our 
Lord: 


The intention of my note on John 1:17 was to 
refer to a comment made by Dr. Reith in Clark’s 
“Hardbooks for Bible Classes.” This is what he says 
on the words Jesus Christ: “Solemn statement of 
the great historic name; and the only place in the 
Gospel where it occurs so.” By my omission of the 
word “so,” I gave the impression that it did not 
occur anywhere else, though, of course, I know that 
it is found in John 17:3. But Dr. Reith is probably 
correct, because John 17:3 is not in the record of 
history, but is a part of our Lord’s prayer, and so 
John 1:17 is really the only place in the Gospel 
where the great historic name occurs in the record 
of the history. So. reverent and able a commentator 
as Westcott is prepared to suggest that in John 17:3 
the usé of the term in our Lor@’s prayer is more 
likely to be that of the evangelists than of Christ 
himself, though other writers, like Godet and Rey- 
nolds, are equally strong in support of our Lord’s 
use. But in any case the latter is not history as is 
John 1: 17. 

With regard tc the meaning of the words “Jesus 
Christ,” I think we have to distinguish between the 
use with and without the article, “Christ” and “the 
Christ.” When it refers to his office, it is usually 
“the Christ,” as in John 20:31: and Acts 17: 3. 
There are passages where the word “Christ” occurs 
without the article, as in Acts 2:36, but there the 
context clearly shows that the reference is to his 
office, not to his name. But in such cases as “Jesus 
Christ” and “Christ Jesus,” when used together, I 
am inclined to think, with most of our best com- 
mentators, that the two words together form the 
great historic name. If “Jesus” comes first, it em- 
phasizes the man Jesus-who is the Anointed of God. 
If “Christ” comes first, it is the Anointed of God 
who is the man Jesus. This change of terminology 
is found perhaps most clearly of all in Ephesians, 
chapter 1, where we find “Christ Jesus,” “Lord 
Jesus Christ,” “Lord Jesus,” “Jesus Christ,” and 
“Christ,” all apparently being different names or 
designations, and not titles. There seems to be no 
doubt that the phrase, “the Christ,” -is the Jewish 
Messiah, while the word “Jesus” is the personal 
name of him who was manifested on earth as man. 
Your correspondent has probably noticed the re- 
markable and truly significant infrequency of the 
simple term “Jesus” in the Epistles, thereby sug- 
gesting that Christ is no longer merely human, but 
Divine and glorified. There are few things more 
impressive to me than the difference between the 
Gospels and the Epistles:in regard to the. frequency 
or otherwise of the names “Jesus” and “Christ.” 
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LESSON FOR APRIL 15 (John 10: 1-18) 


| When the Eastern She 


His crook, his sling, his flute, his prophecy-fulfilling boot, 
his tiger fights, as a Syrian woman remembers them 








THINK there is no difference between the way 
|e shepherds kept watch over their flocks by 

night es Jesus was on the earth and the way 
ey do so now in Syria. think, too, that our 
Saviour had surely been passing by a marah, a, sheep- 
fold, at the time of his discourse recorded in the 
tenth chapter of John’s Gospel, where he called him- 
self the Good Shepherd.” _ tig 

Thus spoke, and spoke with authority, Mrs. Lay- 
yah A. Barakat, of Syria and America. Born and 
reared on the slopes of snow-crowned, cedar-fragrant 
Lebanon, and having spent her childhood and youth 
in the Near East, she knows intimately the customs 
and manners of Palestine. SS ; 

Mrs: Barakat was found at her home, 256 South 
Forty-fourth Street, Philadelphia. During the inter- 
view she was seated in her drawing-room on a set- 
tee, just underneath a picture of Leonardo da Vinci's 
“Last Supper.” Hoffman’s head of the Christ hung 
from another wall in the room, while she glanced 
now and then at a picture of shepherds and sheep— 
“but the sheep are not like those in my old home- 
land,” she said. As she talked she took deft stitches 
with needle and thread. in a black garment she was 
mending. Typically Oriental in her gracious manners 
and in her processes of thought, she has neverthe- 
less caught step with Occidental “hustle,” and by the 
time the interview was ended the black dress was 
ready to be worn at an address to be delivered dur- 
ing the evening in a Philadelphia church. : 

rs. Barakat is a mystic—naturally, being born in 
the East; spiritually, being born from Above; and it 
is to be expected that she would show the enthusi- 
asm of the mystic. One’s first impression is of her 
dignified matronliness; the second impression, deep- 
ened if a life-sorrow be confided in her ear, of sym- 
pathetic motherliness. She is a Princess of Analogue 
—wonderful and beautiful are the lessons she finds 
in the meaning of Bible names, and the interpreta- 
tions she gives of Oriental customs and traditions. 


On Guard in the Doorway 


Asked, then, to picture the pastoral life of Pales- 
tine, her memory sped past travels over lands and 
waters, past massacres and persecutions in which 
she lost her loved ones and barely escaped with her 
own life, past days of trouble and nights of terror 
in later life,—and of which. she has told in her auto- 
biography, “A Message from Mount Lebanon,”— 
till the ear of her imagination caught again the music 
of childhood, one of the sweetest strains of which 
was the shepherd’s flute as he watched his feeding 
flocks. 

“The. Eastern shepherd is so close to his sheep that 
they will follow him, and no other,” Mrs. Barakat 
continued. “The sheep are put in a marah—that is 
our Arabic word for fold. The marah is not sur- 
rounded by a stone wall, but by a dense hedge as 
high as a man, and this is overtopped with thorns 
piled upon thorns. 

“There is just one door—and in the doorway the 
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shepherd lies all night. At special times he gets up’ 


and makes the rounds to see that all is well. When 
the sheep are a little excited he knows that an enemy 
is lurking near.. But when they are restful he sleeps 
undisturbed. No one could enter that doorway with- 
out stepping over the shepherd, so that the thief or 
the robber would have to break in some other way. 

“In each marah, as a rule, three or four shepherds 
have an interest and bring their flocks thithér for 
folding during the night. The various flocks then 
mingle indiscriminately. The shepherds také turns 
in making the night vigils. Before they go to sleep 
they decide as to what pastures they. will separately 
take their flocks when the day dawns. 

“In the early morning they stand outside the marah 
door and call their sheep: 

“Ho, ho! Dah, dah, dah, dah! - 

“That is the Eastern shepherd’s call.” As she 
spoke one could see the disentanglement of the 
woolly mass as it emerged from the door of the 
sheep-cote in the waxing glow of :n Oriental day- 
break. No confusion, no ttdious examination of 
brand-markings, no quarreling on the part of the 
four. minders of sheep. Each sheep knew its 
master’s voice. That was the secret. 

-“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and 
they follow me,” she quoted, reverently. 

“The shepherd leads his flock to the pasture he has 
selected and the sheep scatter. The land is not 
divided by fences, but boundary lines are marked by 
dense hedges, and in these the tigers and hyenas lurk 
and the venomous blacksnake coils. 

~The shepherd sits upon the highest place he can 
find, the top of a hillock, or he may even climb a 
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fleeing. mother was urged to desert the infant 
girl and save only the boys, but a mother’s love: 
spurned the proposal. In her autobiography, 
“A Message looms Mount Lebanon” (published 
by The Sunday School Times Company at 75 
cents), Mrs. Barakat tells many thrilling stories 
of her early life in the East, as well as how, 
with inexpressible love and power, He has used 
her in her later years in the West to bless other 
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tree. Upon this eminence he whiles away the time 
by playing his flute, but never does his eye fail to 
keep the grazing flock in sight. 

“The shepherd has taken his sheep out: to the high 
tableiand, and the serpent is there. In such a place 
the shepherd can easily discover the holes of the 
serpent, and knows how to be on his guard. But 
down in the valleys it is different, and the serpent 
finds hiding places in all sorts of corners and un- 
expected places.” 

“Is this serpent’s bite very deadly?” Mrs. Barakat 
was asked, 

“Yes, indeed,” she replied. “This black serpent we 
call the hiyeh, which means living. The hiyeh to us 
is a type of sin. There is a connection in the Arabic 
between its, name and the word for woman, howah, 
—which means literally Charmed’ One who is the 
mother of all living. Eve was so weak that she was 
charmed by the evil one, in the guise of the serpent.” 

“You have seen these blacksnakes yourself?” 

“Oh, yes, often, when I was a girl.” 

Mrs. Barakat almost shuddered in retrospective 
terror as she described the meeting long years ago 
in a road that wound up the slopes of the Lebanon 
between a hiyeh and a wee lass with a big basket 
laden with nice fresh eggs and fluffy little biddies. 
Mrs. Barakat has not a very great range in her 
vocabulary of English words. Her English and 
Arabic vocabularies stand out in striking contrast 
with each other. Her English words are almost 
invariably of the Anglo-Saxon type, elastic, meaning- 
ful, expressive—the plain, homely words that do 
not need to have to keep company with gay and 
gaudy adjectives or adverbs to yield their full pur- 
port. They observe no eight-hour day law, and she 
does not mind working them as long as she needs 
thent. Neither is there any race prejudice about 
them, and they work in perfect peace and harmony 
with Mrs. Barakat’s Arabic words, which she is con- 
stantly summoning to do team work with these 
English meaning-porters. 


The Serpent’s Deadliest Foe 


Mrs. Barakat painted a very striking and im- 
pressive picture of the little girl, who was herself, 
and the snake. She did not dip her brush into very 
varied color-tones but laid on the basic colors thickly. 
It was a very long, a very black and a very horrid 
snake. It was a thoroughly frightened tot who 
dropped her basket of eggs and ran screaming down 
the road. It was a much astonished man who met 
her round the bend, and who, unloading from his 
shoulder a heavy bag of meal, ran back up the road 
with her. It was a very grievous tragedy which 
met their eyes, for the hiyeh, after feasting on baby 
chickens, was now partaking of an egg omelet, which 
the Oriental sun was cooking on the hot roadside. 
a me got away, however, before he could be 

illed. 

The Eastern shepherd’s boot is, and has been for 
at least two thousand years, a fulfilment of prophecy 
in sole leather and side leather. ‘ 

The boot is a conventional piece of footwear, and 
i - cobblers of Palestine design it to be a snake- 

iller. . 

“Emily, Emily,” called Mrs. Barakat to her 
daughter in- another room, “bring me the jezmah.” 

Miss Emily came up the stairs holding in her 
hands a low-quartered, scarlet-colored boot. Its 
blood-red tint seemed to speak of the readiness of 
every good Eastern shepherd to lay down his life 
for his sheep. Turning it upside down, Mrs. Barakat 
pointed to a semi-circular horseshoe-shaped piece of 
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pherd Calls 
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steel running all around the heel of the boot. “That 
is sure death to the serpent,” she said. “The shep- 
herd crushes the head of the snake with the steel, 
and the thick leather of the boot itself is intended to 
thoroughly protect the calf of his leg from the 
serpent’s sting. ‘He shall bruise thy head, and thou 
shalt bruise his heel.’” 

Mrs. Barakat was kind enough to array herself in 
the garb of the shepherd, and a most picturesque 
attire it is—a combination of serviceability and color. 
It is a flowing khaki-colored robe of some’ thick 
water-proof fabric, broidered in dark brown, and 
around which is drawn a purple girdle. By pulling 
up the part of the robe below the belt and allowing 
it to hang loosely over, the shepherd can make -:wo 
enormous pockets in his robe, into which sickly lambs 
are easily thrust. 

“From his place of commanding observation on 
the top of the hill,” continued Mrs. Barakat, taking 
up the thread of her story again, “the shepherd now 
sees a sheep venturing too near to the hedges, where 
the grass, shaded by the thick foliage of the hedge, 
is tender and sweet. He calls to the sheep, but it 
does not mind him now, as it did in the morning. 
The grass is so luscious. The temptation to indulge 
appetite seems to make its ear deaf. Then its horns 
are caught in the thick hedge. Its bleating is 
heard. It is having a hard time. If the shepherd 
cannot get to it quickly, an enemy may spring 
upon it.” 

“Do the Eastern sheep have horns,” Mrs. Barakat 
was asked. 

“Yes, they are an entirely different breed from 
the sheep in these Western lands.” Going to the 
bookcase she took down “The Land and the Book,” 
by which she sets great store. And well she may, 
for her brother Yousef, who in her younger days 
locked her up in dark rooms, whipped her and 
otherwise persecuted her because she attended the 
Christian school, was afterwards converted himself, 
and became very useful to the missionaries in their 
land._ Three times Yousef went through Palestine 
with Dr. Thomson, the author. 


A Stinging Stone, and Why 


A glance at the picture of the Oriental sheep— 
shaggy with thick wool, with a heavy tail sometimes 
weighing thirty pounds, and with horns that curve 
around backwards and then shoot forward—showed 
how easily it might be the victim of a dense thicket. 

“The shepherd,” continued Mrs. Barakat, “is 
always on the alert to keep the sheep from going 
too near to that hedge. Now he is taking his sling 
and putting a stone in it. It is a sharp stone, and, 
flung with an accuracy equal to that which struck 


Goliath in the forehead, it hurts. It arouses the 


sheep from his drowsiness. He wakes up, and can 
now hear the shepherd’s voice again. We need the 
sharp stones. When the grass is tender, in our 
periods of prosperity, when the stone strikes and 
hurts we feel that God is cruel, and we do not un- 
derstand until we wake to the realization that he 
sees what we do not—the enemy hidden in the hedge. 

“It is not the best way for the sheep to be identi- 
fied, but sometimes it is true that ‘the shepherd 
knows his sheep by their infirmities. In his bosom 
pocket a shepherd i met had a lamb, and he pointed 
to the mother following close, and told me that she 
would not be very far away from him as long as he 
had her lamb there next to his heart. Does not the 
Good Shepherd have sometimes to take the little 
lambs away from us in order that we may follow 
closely by his side all the days thereafter? _ , 

“This same shepherd pointed out a blind sheep 
which never strays very far from his side, knowing 
always that it was safe when it was in his presence. 
Another sheep had broken its horn in a hedge as a 
result of some disobedience to the shepherd’s com- 
mands; and still another hobbled along, just recov- 
efing from a broken leg, which the shepherd had 
broken himself because the sheep was so disobedient. 
‘It was my black sheep,’ he said. ‘The only way I 
could discipline this sheep was to break its leg in- 
tentionally, then set it myself as tenderly as I could.’ 
And so do you not think the Good Shepherd often 
knows us by our weaknesses, by our infirmities, by 
our blindness, by our littlenesses? 

“The shepherd is known in the villages as a 
tender, kind-hearted man. Frequently the people in 
the village send their sheep to him in order that 
they may have the advantage of his better pasturage. 
After he has had that sheep for a while it is the 
hardest thing to coax away from the shepherd this 
loaned sheep. 

“The sheep never lies down as long as he is 
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hungry. So well do I recall a sheep which my 
aes used to own, and how often she would in- 
quire during the night, ‘Is the sheep lying down or 
standing up?’ If we said, ‘He is standing up,’ she 
would take her bag of mulberry leaves and feed him 
until he lay down again. The psalmist says: ‘He 
maketh me to lie down.’ - 

“It is a beautiful sight to see the sheep lying by 
the side of a cool stream, chewing the cud. Then 
one knows that they have had enough to eat and 
are comforted. -‘He leadeth me beside the restful 
water,’ as it is in my Arabic Bible. 

“In the Twenty-third Psalm, in the phrase, “The 


Lord is my shepherd,’ the word for Lord is ‘Alrab.’ - 
The word for God the Father, the first Person of- 


the Trinity, is always Allah, but this word Alrab 
refers to the second person of the -Trinity, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and he it is who is the Good 
Shepherd. 

“In the East we attach so much more significance 
to the giving of names than you do in the West. 
When I was born my mother wanted to name me 
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Mary, but when I became older and my eyes were 
weak, she gave me the name Layyah, which is very 
much the same word as Leah, Jacob’s wife who was 
tender-eyed. . My oldest’ son is named. Samuel, 
which, as you know, means the gift of God. My 
second son got his name from a characteristic trait 
of his character. We call him Anees, which means 
sociable.” 

“And your daughter’s name is Emily. What is 
the meaning of that name?” 

“I do not know if there is any meaning attached 
to the name’ Emily in English, but the real name of 
my daughter is Amale, and that means ‘My hope,’ 


and I gave my little girl that name because I wanted 


to give that evidence that my hope was in God. 

“In the East one’s personality is set forth in his 
name, and our people zealously and jealously guard 
and defend the integrity of their names. A shepherd 
in the East almost invariably is a benignant, phil- 
anthropic man, and he loves to be known in the vil- 
lage in that character. Everybody knew what Jesus 
gant to claim when he said: ‘I am the Good Shep- 
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herd.’ So in the Orient, when we read in the Bible 


that God swears by his own name, we understand 
‘what he means. ere in the Shepherd Psalm we 
understand what is meant when we read, ‘He leadeth 
me... for his Name’s sake.’ No sheep shall ever 
be plucked out of his hand—for he has pledged his- 
own Name, his own holy character and personality, 
to fold it safely.” 

“Did you ever know of any incident where robbers 
broke into a sheepfold?” - 

“Yes, once when I was a child we heard the cry 
out somewhere in the distant darkness of the night 
‘Oh, men, help, help!’ My two brothers ran out an 
found a shepherd almost torn to piece as the result 
of a furious fight with a tiger that had leaped over 
into the sheepfold. The shepherd held in his hand 
half of the body of a lamb. The little animal had 
been torn in two pieces + the fierce beast. Yes, the 
shepherd recovered, but he was ill for a long time 
afterward, and the villagers always spoke of him as 
one who had really given his life for the sheep.” 

. PHILADELPHIA. 
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A Tabernacle on a Diamond in New York’s Campaign 


Showing how Defense Leagues could get points from the 
vast preparations for Billy Sunday’s greatest undertaking 4 


By Joseph Addison Richards 








York is a mighty big place, and that here men 
run to and fro and knowledge is increased. He 
knows full well that a prophet couldn’t hold up the 
automobile traffic on Fifth Avenue, using the same 
methods as Jonah did in Nineveh, and yet the theme 
of the warning is just the same now as then,—“Repent 
and be saved.” ; 
Up on the fourteenth floor of the Metropolitan 
Tower, a veritable Christian watch tower and head- 
quarters is established. The offices face every point 
of the compass, the telephone wires run out to all 
parts of the city,—to the superintendents of rescue 
missions, to pastors of churches, to the offices of 
the great men in the business districts and chairmen 
of committees, general and specific, from finance to 
neighborhood prayer-meetings, and to the homes of 
the women who are chairmen of committees of work 
for women and children. : 
Here in the watch tower sits George M. Sunday, 
son of his father, and his personal business manager. 
Three and a half years ago this young man was un- 
saved. But when Christ saved him, his father took 
hold of him too, and beginning at Philadelphia the 
father has been giving him more and more of. re- 
sponsibility. - 
No, as a matter of fact, it is scarcely accurate to 
say that George Sunday sits anywhere, because he 
is almost everywhere. In Buffalo yesterday, in New 
York to-day, organizing, encouraging, «co-ordinating. 
Ordinarily there is in the preparatory work but one 
personal representative of Mr. Sunday on the job; 
but in New York itis different, so that the Rev. Dr. 
ames E. Walker, who is always officially known as 
{r. Sunday’s advance representative, is here—and 


Oj all-wise Heavenly Father knows that New 


usy. 

Dr. Walker was a pastor in the United Presby- 
terian Church in Chicago, and also in his native 
city, Pittsburgh, and he knows the pastors’ view- 
point and can meet the pastors’ objections and help 
them to secure the support and enthusiasm of their 
church-members. His answer to a critical pastor 
always is, “It is a small thing for a pastor who can- 
not stir his own parish to criticise a man whe moves 
a whole city for God.” Dr. Walker’s work in critical 
Boston added greatly to the success of the campaign, 
and he is winning pastors and people up and down 
New York to expect big things for the campaign 
here. 

At a quarter to twelve on any day in the work- 
day week you may hear the hymn of praise sounding 
out from the committee room on the fourteenth 
floor of the Billy Sunday watch tower, and if you 
follow your ears you will find the office staff of 


twenty-five people assembled for prayer and for ~ 


Scripture reading. The first time your correspondent 
sat alongside of the desks of Dr. Walker and 
Al Saunders, there were bowed heads and hearts 
uplifted in prayer in the busy office. 

To aid the business men and ‘business women 
chairmen of each of the special committees tuere is 
a paid secretary, a trained Christian worker, giving 
all of his, or her, time to the work. The city is dis- 
tricted and mapped and each church and school lo- 
cated, and William B. Millar, who is the secretary 
of the William A. Sunday Evangelistic Association 
of New York, directs the work in its different de- 
partments, co-operates with the chairmen of the dif- 
ferent committees and the chairman of the executive 
comntittee, Mr. James M. Speers, in mobilizing the 
corps and brigades and companies of workers in 


every department. Mr. Millar brings ripe experience 
from the Laymen’s Missionary Movement to this 
particular work, and just now he is doing double 
duty and will continue so to do while. the Billy Sun- 
day campaign lasts. 

Those in charge of the work for women have se- 
cured three central stations where. ten-cent luncheons 
will be served, to business women, ‘and helpful ad- 
dresses and Bible talks will be given them during the 
noon hour. The first of these centers will be in the 
Madison Square Presbyterian Church, and when the 
campaign begins these meetings will be held there 
on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. «In the Brick. Presby- 
terian Church they will be held on Thursdays and 
Fridays. There will be meetings also at 51 Maiden 
Lane, and there will be a location on Wall Street 
with the same sort of program. 

It is expected that the cost of the campaign, apart 
of course from the thank offering for Mr. Sunday, 
will be $150,000, and $75,000 of this will be raised 
before the tabernacle meetings begin. The rental of 
the ground alone where the tabernacle will stand 
is $65,000; but those who have the work of finances 
in hand anticipate no difficulty at all in promptly 
meeting all requirements. 

Appropriate, isn’t it, that Billy should start men 
running from conviction of sin on first base, around 
to repentance on second, a knowledge of Jesus Christ 
as the Saviour on the third, and a safe journey dawn 
the trail to the feet of Christ their Lord at home 
plate,—it is appropriate, isn’t it, that baseball Billy 


Sunday should find his tabernacle in New York * 


built on the ground for the American League Base- 
ball Club? 

If he cannot preach the simple Gospel of the Lord 
Jesus Christ with glorious familiarity and divine 
power from that point of vantage, where would you 
expect Billy Sunday to be at his best?. The taber- 
nacle, a little bigger than ever, but not so much more 
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“For a lesson in preparedness the Defense Leagues 
may well go to Billy Sunday.” 


This is an editorial comment from the New York Even- 
ing Post on the eve of the great evangelistic campaign to 
begin there the first of April under the leadership of the 
Rev. William A. Sunday. The Post continues: “ His 
critics, no less than his fervent admirers, take it for 
granted that Billy Sunday has but to appear in the field 
and the victory is won. To his dynamic i 





P of evil that hit 
the trail twice a day. Whereas the fact is that before 
Billy Sunday charges the enemy the battle is more than 
half won.” 

This preliminary half-victory, this shelling of the 
on s haf, the der-in-chief app at the 
front to lead the great “ drive,” is here graphically de- 
scribed by The Sunday School Times’ military observer, 
Joseph Addison Richards. Mr. Richards will be at the 
front during the whole campaign, and will fully report 
its principal developments, though not necessarily in 
every issue. This forerunner story is an earneét of what 
is to be expected from his further accounts. 


Mr. Richards is a New York business man, who as a 
member of an advertising firm writes “ad.” copy with 
“ pep” in it. He is a real poet, and in this role he is al- 
ready known to thousands of Times readers. He is a 
director and instructor in the National Bible Institute, 
and the chief end of all his service is to glorify God. 














commodious than some, because of New York’s 
building laws, will be ready this week and will be 
dedicated on the first day of April. 

The Y. W. C. A. will run a cafeteria adjoining 
the tabernacle. This cafeteria will have a seating 
capacity of 818 persons, as large a building as Mr. 
Sunday’s first tabernacle, but it is a significant fact 
that the crowds that come to his tabernacles really 
want to be fed with the Word of God, and their num- 
bers are far larger than those that patronize the 
lunch room near by. . 

The. invasion of New York began at the Hotel 
Astor on Monday some months ago. Monday is the 
Billy Sunday rest day, hence the forces from the 
field in Boston could be brought over and deployed 
at a luncheon before the pastors and laymen who 
were interested in the Billy Sunday Campaign, 

It was a splendid demonstration and it-inspired the 
heart of every one of us who listened. The Hotel 
Astor ball-room never saw such a sight or heard such 
a story of Gospel grace. 

George Sunday says,—and well says,—that far 
from .being* the whole thing, Mr. Sunday is simply 
the. means, the channel of the-will and grace of 
God toward the city in which the work is to be done. 
He further says that it is not the organization that 
‘does the work, but_rather the association of Chris- 
tian men and women all over the city where the 
preparatory work is being done. This association 
of individuals, touched by the grace and power of 
God, is the real factor in the campaign. 

And this was emphasized still further when Dr. 
Walker took from his desk the other day a loose- 
leaf book,—the like of which your correspondent 
has seen many a.time in the hands of general sales 
managers of great concerns——and as the Doctor 
turned the leaves and showed the plans of the differ- 
ent committees, the instructions that were passed out 
to chairmen, the organization of ushers and the 
choir, it was plain to be seen that these details of 
demonstration were but the dry bones which must 
be clothed with flesh of individuals and inbreathed 
1 the Spirit of the living God before anything could 
be done. 

Can we get neighborhood prayer-meetings in New 
York’s great apartment houses? Yes, He can. There 
are difficulties certainly, and great ones, for great 
big New York doesn’t realize yet that Billy Sunday 
is coming. Religious New York may know it, but 
religious New York is only a part of the tremendous 
aggregation of men and women and children who 
live within twenty miles of our City Hall. It is 
true that several tenants of houses and apartments 
who showed the prayer-meeting signs have been 
threatened and told that they would be dispossessed, 
but none have been so treated thus far. 

The other day on Madison Avenue a prayer-meet- 
ing card appeared in one of the windows of a wealthy 
citizen, and a gentleman finely dressed bounded up 
the brown-stone steps, rang the bell and simply asked 
the maid to ask the lady of the house if at that 
prayer-meeting the people would pray for his brother. 
That afternoon a letter was received written on fine 
stationery, but written in a spirit of great distress, 
asking for prayers of the people who were going to 
hold the meeting there for the writer. 

Down in little Hungary,—for you must know that 
the prayer-meeting cards of invitation have been 
printed in seven or eight different languages,—down 
in little Hungary a young girl accosted one of the 
church workers and said, “Why, we have a little 
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“LESSON FOR APRIL 15 (John 10: 1-18) 


prayer-meeting on the street corner whenever three 
or four of us girls get together.” . 

One of our workers approached a man in the ten- 
derloin and asked for permission to hold a paw: 
meeting in his house. He was clear through 
and told our friend that he woul ock his head 
off. Undisturbed, the young man said, “Well, if 
you do that I will never speak to you aga.” And 
that touch of humor won not only the favor of the 
angry man, but caused him to consent to using his 
house as a meeting place. 

So much for tho —— who have rs 
3,650 prayer-meetings with an attendance of 44,201 
sr .: Manhattan, Bronx, -Richmond, and 

onkers. 


The incident that follows did not take place in a 
rescue mission hall, but in a staid, respectable Pres- 
byterian Church. The men of that congregation had 
been inspired by the Rev. George G. Dowey, grgan- 
izer of Sunday Campaign Men’s Biblé Classes, to 
gather a big group of men for their class. One Sun- 
day morning one of the workers saw a disreputable- 
looking fellow leaning up against the wall of a house 
—a regular hobo, “But he is a man,” thought the can- 
vasser, “and a prospect for the Bible class.” So he 


‘said to him, “You-come along with me, and when 


I amthrough with you I will give you a good dinner.” 
Into the Bible class they went, and the dinner was 
forthcoming afterward. In the course of the morn- 
ing the soul-fisherman and his catch became. fairly 
familiar with each other’s past history and present 
address. And the hobo promised the Christian that 
he would be on hand next Sunday. He was, and for 
two or three weeks, all the time improving, until 
finally, one morning when the pastor took into the 
church nine men, this fellow, clothed and in his 
right mind, hit the carpeted trail and became a mem- 
ber of the church. So. great, however, was the 
change in the man that the pastor said to the lay- 
men who brought him in the first place, “Where is 
that hobo friend of yours? I haven’t seen him 
lately.” Haven't seen him?” said the other. “You 
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received him into the church this morning.” And 
the pastor could scarcely believe the fact. 

This is but a glimpse of the work of the Bible 
Class scouts that are out after men all over the 
city so as to be ready for the great campaign when 
Billy comes. 

‘Then we have had the samples,—scores and hun- 
dreds of them have been passed around for us to 
taste, and indeed they tasted good. And their pica, 
that is, the plea of the samples, was “Taste and see 
that the Lord is good. Blessed is the man tlHat 
trusteth in him.” ’ 

And the “samples”? The 
Saunders, of Scranton, and rge MacDonald, of 
Kansas City. These two faced a group of men only 
last Sunday that filled the Union Methodist Epis- 
copal Church in Forty-eighth Street. Then we had 
a whole Sunday of samples in all our churches, com- 
ing from Philadelphia, Syracuse, and Paterson, fill- 
ing New York with the praises of Jesus Christ and 
with confidence that William A. Sunday was his true 
prophet. : 

One group of men, after the meeting, caught sight 
of a Scofield Bible under the arm of a Bible class 
teacher. “What,” said the leader, “you use a Sco- 
field Bible? Why, we men of the Billy Sunday Cam- 
paign couldn’t get along without our Scofield edi- 
tion.” And so heart recognizes heart, and experi- 
ence experience, and God is glorified. 

There has been much work done by the personal 
work committee. Howard Agnew Johnston, D.D., 
conducted an institute of 1,001 delegates in five 
sessions, with an average attendance of 847, and 
then started these personal workers out to form 
groups in their individual churches, of which there 
are now 215, with an attendance of over 3,000 weekly. 
In a récent meeting there were eight decisions for 
Christ as a result of one woman’s work. The Fifth 
Avenue Baptist Church has eight groups started, and 
has Fi its goal at twenty-five groups of personal 
workers. - 
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A Christian Belgian patrot-had wonderful 
company the night he disappeared 





In German Prison Camp or Heaven ? 


By Edith Fox Nortoa 





———-—— 





The underlying value of the Nortons’ work for the Belgian soldiers is apparent from 
the story on this page.. The safety of the “ missing ” Frank is certain, whether he.be 
“in heaven or yet on earth. The evangelism of the Nortons has extended in another 
direction recently, and at Government’s request they’ are forwarding, through the 


Bureau de Corres 


pondence Belge, ‘ Christmas” boxes packed with delicacies and 


Gospel portions to six hundred human wrecks,—badly maimed Belgian soldiers. This 
is another prayer-opportunity for Sunday School Times readers, who should also remem- 
ber Mr. Norton, still at home raising the needed $50,000 for the continuance of the work. 


669 AM very pleased to have a Testament, because 

|i is the sole hope that I have, and in reading in 

the Beautiful Book I forget my misery in this 
terrible war.” . 

Many are the letters like this that we receive from 
Belgian soldiers who have had given to them, by 
their comrades, for the first time, the Word of God. 

A work of evangelization among soldiers must of 
necessity be a work of commingled sorrow and joy, 
and we to whom has been entrusted such a work 
among the Belgian soldiers are experiencing each 
day what it means to be the sharers in the joys and 
sorrows of our soldier friends and co-workers at the 
Front. How many times, as we read the day’s let- 
ters from these our soldier“boys, are we constrained 
to wn, bones praise Him whose miracle-workmg grace 
these letters so vividly record, and, oftentimes, the 
happy tears start as we read some new evidence of 
His mighty power to save and to keep. 

“Every day I read some pdrts of the New Testa- 
ment,” writes another soldier, “and the more I read 
it the more I find that there is no life but that is 
lived in Jesus Christ.” And a sentence like this 
appeared in a letter from a boy who after months 
of doubt and unbelief came into the clear acceptance 
of the Lord Jesus, and immediately commenced to 
work for his comrades not so blessed. Speaking of 
one whom he was endeavoring to win, he said: “No 
doubt but that soon he will be counted among us.” 

We had been sharers with this boy in his soul’s 
troubles for months, as he had written to us of them, 
and we had shared something of his agony and lone- 
liness of heart. A boy scarcely more than seventeen 
at the outbreak of the war, he wrote us, in one of 
his letters, knowing that he could count upon our 
sympathy and prayers, and realizing that we were 
the only friends to whom he could turn in his sor- 
row, of a most touching and vivid dream he had had 
the night before. He said: 


Dozing in my dug-out in the trenches, I had 
a dream; it was about my mother. I should tell 
you that I am her only son, and I have never 


loved any other woman but her. In my dream I 
saw her dying as the result of the awful suspense 
of the two years without any knowledge of me. 
Remaining in Belgium she has had no word of me; 
sé as I dreamed the suspense had brought her to 
her’ death-bed. —f-saw the sorrowing relatives 
grouped about, and the anguished face of my 
father, and I heard her cry for me her only son, 
and then I woke with the cold stars shining over- 
head, and I said aloud: “Oh, God! could my dream 
really be true?” 


Now, however, this dear boy is rejoicing at last in 
the peace of Christ, and, as he has since written us, 
“Oh, dear friends, how can I ever thank you for 
leading me to. the knowledge of the Lord Jesus 
which has brought peace and joy to my soul!” 

Deep gratitude is ours, too, when we hear from 
the lips of our soldier workers, as they are able to 
come to London on furlough, how the work is daily 
spreading and deepening at the Front. As one told 
us with shining eyes, one who has been faithfully 
working for many months, sowing the good seed: 


Not long ago a census was taken of our com- 
pany, to find out how many were Protestants, so 
we might have a Protestant chaplain for our 
division (a real innovation for the Belgian army), 
and when I, who have been'a Christian and a 
Protestant for long, raised my hand, what was my 
surprise and joy. when one after another the hands 
went up, men to whom [I have given the Gospel 
and with whom I have been laboring long, until 
out of the 250 in the company, only five or six 

. were left not so declaring themselves. 


This was a victory greater than any one could 
possibly realize who has not actually been identified 
with this work of God in the Belgian army, and 
this worker of ours attributed it solely to the agency 
of the Ligue des: Saintes Ecritures, or Scripture 
League. 

Then, too, we have had reason for great thankful- 
fiess that God has so spared our workers-from acci- 
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dent and death, and, whenever such has come to one 
of them, we have seen Him turn that loss gloriously 
into a victory. The story of one such worker I wish 
to record here. When Peter, the founder of the 
Ligue des Saintes Ecritures and a soldier-apostle who 
by his faithful labors has led over 400 men to the 
definite knowledge of Christ, first found the Lord, 
over a year ago, his first efforts in soul-winning 
brought to his side three men who have become to 
him right-hand helpers. One of this little band was 
Frank. Of his devotion to the Master and to his 
new-found faith one incident ‘will speak. Wounded 
a, = the war, he was taken to a hospital. There 
a plain-priest came to interview him. | Finding 
that he had turned to Protestantism, he held out to 
this boy as an inducement to leave his new-found 
faith, three months’ convalescent leave which would 
be provided for him if he would consent to make his 
confession te him as of old. But Frank, in his 
physical weakness, remained “Steadfast. “No,” he 
said, “rather than deny my Lord thus (for such an 
act he felt this would be), I will return immediately 
to the front without the three months’ rest”; and 
this he did. 

The following is an extract from a letter from 
Frank received by us that will show his eagerness 
to learn more of the Way: 


I should be so happy to come to England and . 


see you both, and to go with you to church, and be 
with you together in prayer; also to have some in- 
struction in Bible study. I shall ask you always 
to remember me in your prayers, and I shall do 
also the same for you. 


It was about a month ago when, in a letter from 
our dear Peter, we learned of what had befallen this 
real hero and faithful servant of Jesus Christ. His 
letter reads as follows: 


It is with sadness that I let you know that my 
dear friend and worker, Frank V., was reported 
missing yesterday. I don’t know if he’s still alive 
and a prisoner of war, or if he is killed or wounded. 

It occurred as follows: The Grand Quartier 
General of the Army ordered a patrol for that 
night to furnish certain information of great value 
for the army. It was the turn of Frank’s com- 
pany to give the men. Frank, although a regular 
and married, came forward with a few comrades 
(for he was an expert in this matter), and had won 

‘two medals for similar deadly work. 

So he came to me and shook hands, but before 
his departing I warned him, telling him to be care- 
ful, on which he replied, with his right hand on his 
breast—there where his Testament was: “Jesus is 
with me.” Then he departed and I was assured. 

That night I was peering into the darkness when 
I heard, by the noise of the rifles and grenades 
which exploded, that they had begun to attack the 
little enemy outpost through which they had to 
pass in order to reach their goal. It lasted for a 
couple of minutes, and I felt they had taken the 
post and were bringing the prisoners back to the 
line. Silence followed, when suddenly I heard dis- 
tinctly the voice of Frank, who shouted out the 
signal which meant to us that they were in immi- 
nent danger, being surrounded and no escape possi- 
ble. I went away from the spot where I had been 
listening and went into my dug-out, praying for 
the boys who were giving their lives for their 
comrades. 

But not a single man from the expedition re- 
turned ; they are reported missing, but I fear Frank 
and his pals have fought their last fight. He was 
such a good boy—Frank was—and. was certainly 
often illuminated by the Holy Spirit, for he ex- 
plained us verses of the Bible which very few 
of us could understand. He was a straightfor- 
ward man. Do you remember, dear Parents, that 
he preferred to come to the Front at once, while 
being in hospital rather than getting favors and 
leave and to confess himself to a priest? 

Dear Parents, I still hope that Jesus, who was 
with him, will have spared him, so that he may help 
convert his fellow-prisoners in Germany, if he has 
been taken prisoner, and help the work of Bel- 
gr evangelization after the war. But, dear 

atents, if it was God’s will that he died—well, I 
am sure that he is awaiting us in that Home above, 
in the presence of Jesus, who was with him. 

Among the patrol that night were also three other 
members of the League. 


So, with Peter, we sorrow “not as those who have 
no hope,” but we know that whether in a prison 
camp of Germany, or, if what we fear has come to 

ass, Frank has indeed given up his life, we re- 
joice, for we know that, as Peter has reiterated, in 
life or death “Jesus is with him.” 

Lonpon;-ENGLAND. 


What does the Gospel of John teach about Christ 
as.God? The little book by the Rev. S. W. Pratt, 
“The Deity of Jesus Christ” (50 cents, The Sunday 
School Times Company), helps _gne to get a clear 
view of the theme as John jt 0 it. 
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Teaching Eager Uruguay 


Miss Long’s remarkable Montevideo Sunday-school, and others the world over, whose progress-is noted by Frank L. Brown, Joint General Sec- 
retary of the World’s Sunday School Association, and Marion Lawrance, General Secretary of the International Sunday School Association 
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N CERRO, one of the suburbs of the growing 
| civ of Montevideo, Uruguay, an earnest Sunday- 
school worker, Miss Estella C. Long, has recently 


been doing some remarkable Sunday-school work. 
It is a community of 10,000 or 15,000 people, made up 
of what are generally considered by city folks as the 
“lower” classes. In Montevideo are located two 
reat packing houses, Swift’s and Morris Brothers’. 

hen Miss Long went to this suburb seven months 
ago, she found a Sunday-school of fifteen, and to- 
day there are 17G in the Spanish department and 20 
in the English. This Sunday-school meets in her 
house, which has four rooms and two large enclosed 
patios. Benches and chairs are brought in and then 
planks are laid on kerosene boxes; in the primary 
room many of the little ones sit on the floor. The 
school ranges from babies of a few months to old 
men and women past seventy. 

One day a fine-looking Russian came and informed 
Miss Long that he had a Russian Sunday-school in 
his house. There are hundreds of Russians there- 
abouts, and a number of these have been gathered 
into Miss Long’s school. She is now seeking for 
Sunday-school literature in Russian for the use of 
this new school. The Sunday-school gathers at 3.30, 
but as early as one o’clock the children gather at 
the door, so anxious are they for the service, and 
they are all there when Sunday-school starts. At 
2 P. M. the young men come? in to arrange the rooms, 
and at 3 o’clock the English and American children 
come occupying the parlor and bedroom. 

Over 2,000 of Swift’s workmen have formed a club 
with a night school and are trying to improve their 
condition. Miss Long gives them English lessons 
once a week. Until she came, no one ever thought 
of trying to better their life. This is virgin soil and 
real settlement work. A class of 60 women and 
children come once a week for sewing circle; 200 
girls and women from Swift’s Canning Company 
have sent to ask what can be done for them. Fifty 
boys and girls and young men are gathered in the 
morning and evening classes, and with the help of 
the Swift and Morris Companies, Miss Long hopes 
soon to have a school organized, and the officials of 
this company are standing by this worker and are 
conducting field sports for her boys and girls. | 

Miss Long is expecting two other teachers to help 
her soon. She has gathered nearly 100 babies on 
the cradle roll, and in her week-night service has 
some 60 to 75 adults. 

All honor to this worker who is laying the founda- 
tions for a bright future for these needy people! 


bd 


The Portuguese Hungry for Help.—One of the 
new oOutreaches of the modern Sunday-school is into 
Portuguese territory. A little over a year ago a 
Portuguese edition of 1,200 of Oliver’s “Preparation 
of the Teacher” was brought out by the Sunday- 
School Union of Brazil. Every copy has been sold, 
and now requests are coming for these books from 
Portugal and Portuguese East Africa, and a new 
edition is being brought out. Best of all, nearly all 
of these books sold in Brazil are in the hands of 
students in the Christian schools who are being pre- 
pared for Sunday-school teaching work. 

In addition to Oliver’s book, two other books are 
in course of translation and publication in Portu- 
guese—“The Pupil and the Teacher,” by Weigle, and 
“The Sunday-School at Work,” by Faris. Better 
days are coming for these workers in the Portuguese- 
speaking world. 

One young man went to Pirassemunga, a small 
point in the State of Sao Paulo in Brazil, as assistant 
pastor to the missionary. In the town is located a 
Normal School. So enthusiastic was this assistant 
over the teacher-training course, as outlined by Rev. 
H. C. Tucker to him, that a class of 15 of the Normal 
students are now enrolled in a class and studying the 
“Preparation of the Teacher,” and the prospect is 
bright for increasing the interest. 

A South American Rally Day.—From Rev. W. B. 
Boomer, Constitucion, Chili, cames this Rally Day 
message: “In November we had a Rally Day ser- 
vice at the usual hour of Sunday-school. Printed 
slips were distributed the Sunday before to the 
members of the school for circulation to get names 
of those who would attend, and a prize was offered 
for the largest number actually brought by a mem- 
ber of the Sunday-school to the Rally service. We 
had a special program, with short addresses instead 
of the regular lesson. Our average attendance dur- 
ing the Sunday-schoal year which had closed a few 
weeks befofe was in the neighborhood of 160. The 
attendance on Rally Day was 438. One man brought 





over 30, and another about 25. This latter formed 
a new class of men which has kept up well since 
then, and the average attendance of the school for 
the last quarter was over 200. One class of young 
meh was greatly strengthened. Our enrolled mem- 
bership is about 250.” 


Moslem Boys Read Livingstone’s Life.—From Rev. 
S. V. Trowbridge, the Sunday-school Secretary of 
Work Among Moslems, comes this interesting inci- 
dent of Sunday-school work in ancient Egypt: 

“Last Sunday I went with Dr. and Mrs. Zwemer 
to the new Sunday-school which they began this 
autumn. in Mahmasha, a crowded Cairo tenement dis- 
trict, entirely Mohammedan. A very small room has 
been rented and is used for a day-school in the week 


- and as a Sunday-school on Sundays. After the Sun- 


day-school, Dr. Zwemer preached a brief sermon in 
the simplest and yet in the most forceful way “Men 
kept coming in during the service until the little 
room was crowded to overflowing. I think about 90 
were present. They were simply spell-bound listen- 
ing to Dr. Zwemer’s appeal. 

‘After this we went to the government elementary 
school in that neighborhood, and the principal and 
teachers were most hospitable, taking us to see every 
class. The principal and teachers and the scholars 
without exception were Mohammedans. I showed 
the principal a copy of the ‘Boy’s Life of Livingstone,’ 
and he looked it over with much interest. I asked 
if we might give copies to all the pupils, and he said 
there was no objection whatever, so we made a gen- 
eral distribution, and the boys were very keen to re- 
ceive the copies. It seemed wonderful that we were 
allowed such freedom. 

“As we passed down the street afterwards a Mos- 
lem coffee-shop keeper who had been present at Dr. 
Zwemer’s preaching in the little school-room called 
us in and invited us to drink a cup of coffee. A crowd 
of men gathered round in the shop, and Dr. Zwemer 
gave them a great many good things to think about, 
illustrating from his travels in Arabia and talking 
in the most frank and friendly manner with them all.” 


Government Surrenders to a Woman Teacher.— 
“One of the-great problems out here in Egypt for 
teachers in schools under the government,” writes 
Mr. Trowbridge, the Sunday-school Secretary for 
Moslems, “is that of teaching on Sunday. Friday is 
the legal holiday for all government schools through- 
out Egypt. Recently a young woman school-teacher 
in Beni Suef refused to teach the regular schedule 
studies on Sunday, saying that she would teach noth- 
ing but the Bible. She was a Christian young woman 
but nearly all her pupils were Mohammedans. The 
authorities did their best to persuade her, but she 
stood firm and neither side would give in. Finally 
they compromised in a rather extraordinary way by 
giving her and all her classes a holiday on Friday 
every week as well as Sunday. I mention this inci- 
dent to show how determined the feeling is that the 
Bible should not be introduced among Moslem pupils 
in the government schools, and also that you may 
understand and pray with us about this special prob- 
lem which the teachers have to face.” 


Assiut Teachers’ Conference.—“The teachers’ con- 
ference-at Assiut was full of inspiration and power,” 
Mr. Trowbridge writes, adding: “I have rarely en- 
joyed an experience so much as that. Fifty-two na- 
tive teachers were present and four missionaries. 
Everything was in Arabic except my address, which 
was translated. I put on the blackboard a diagram 
from the leaflet on Sunday-school evangelism showing 
the average age of conversion. This happened to be 
very pertinent to the discussion and greatly im- 
pressed the delegates. Many of them copied it in 
their note-books. This was from the leaflet which 
you sent not long ago.” 


The “East Side” of Tunisia.—An “East Side” in 
Tunisia, North Africa? Yes, as there is in every 
Oriental and Western city. But there is a lover of 
the street lads there, too, in Sfax, Tunisia, in H, E. 
Webb, a missionary. He gathers these Moslem 
boys into a band or Bible club whose many activities 
interest them. » Although many of these little fel- 
lows cannot read a single word, he has taught them 
with pictures and oral lessons, and they are keenly 
interested in what they are discovering about the 
Bible from week to week. These lads come from 
wretched homes and many are actually homeless. 
They are like the waifs of the East Side, New York. 


How a Coptic Sunday-school is Attended.—Away 
up the Nile is the great Assuan reservoir which holds 
the water of the great river until it is needed for the 
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irrigation of the fertile Nile valley. In this as in 
other parts of Egypt may be found descendants of 
the ancient Coptic Christians who are, through the 
work of Mr. Trowbridge, the World’s Sunday-School 
Secretary for the Moslems, gaining little by little a 
knowledge of the newer Sunday-school methods. 

Think of a Sunday-school where ent eaves of 
the ynembership is present on time ell, that’s 
the record in-a Coptic Sunday-school at Assiut in 
charge of Miss Sadie Thompson. There is a Chris- 
tian day-school here which supplies this member- 
ship, and this school is supported by a family of 
liberal Coptics. Some of this family have united 
with the Evangelical Church, while others keep in 
the old Coptic Communion. 

Then, too, there were 57 visitors counted on one 
Sunday, made up of boys and girls who had not 
previously attended Sunday-school. Miss Thomp- 
son gives to these visitors the parable stories by 
Miss Trotter, written in Arabic. 

The head master of a Copts boys’ school at 
Assuan’ received from Dr. Zwemer a copy of 
“Childhood in the Moslem World,” telling of the 
Sunday-school possibilities of work among Moslem 
children. ; 

Although there is no Sunday-school yet in the 
Assuan Coptic Church the headmaster is giving the 
school boys some pictures sent him by Mr. Trow- 
bridge with a word of prayer or explanation. A 
Sunday-school is sure to come next. 


Aiming at 60,000 in the Philippines.—When we 
think that sixteen years ago there was not a Sun- 
day-school in the Philippines we can appreciate the 
strides which have been made under the leadership 
of such men as Harry Farmer, J. L. McLaughlin, 
Dr. Rogers, and, more recently, A. L. Ryan, to record 
a membership of 30,000 in the near past. And now 
60,000 is aimed for, and by the Tokyo Convention 
100,000. 

Through the. literature committee of the Union 
Hurlbut’s Teacher-Training lessons are translated 
into three of the leading dialects of the Islands—~ 
Ilocano, Tagalog, and Visayan: The Methodist and 
Presbyterian Missions in Manila have united in the 
publication of weekly lesson helps. Little booklets 
are out now on the Sunday-school, organization of 
the Sunday-school, the superintendent, the secretary 
and treasurer, the teacher and the pupil. Conven- 
tions have been held in most of the provinces, 
standards for schools adopted, and new Sunday- 
schools developed through the barrio plan. This 
plan sends out workers from a central school to hold 
little Sunday-schools in homes in the outlying sec- 
tions. 

There is no place where the lesson pictures and 
cards from America through the World’s Surplus 
Material Department are doing so much good as in 
the Philippines. The children and adults love pic- 
tures, and these lesson illustrations adorn hundreds 
of nipa straw huts all over the country districts of 
these beautiful Islands. : 


China’s Sunday-school Uplook. — “Over 5,000 
Chinese men have been enrolled in one night a week 
classes. for systematic Bible study in the Foochow 
Conference,” Bishop Bashford says. “The number of 
Sunday-school teachers has doubled in some districts 
and pypils have increased sixty percent. Other dis- 
tricts show an increase of fifty percent in teachers 
and seventy percent in pupils. These students 
passed creditable quarterly examinations, and at the 
end of the year were examined on the whole twelve 
months’ work.” 


A “Marion Lawrance Loving Cup” has been 
offered by Mr. E. K. Warren, President of the In- 
ternational Sunday-School Association, to Congrega- 
tional Sunday-schools in Illinois, as an award of 
merit, to the school making the greatest progress dur- 
ing the year. 

This cup which Mr. Warren has so generously 
given will be awarded by the State Committee on Re- 
ligious Education at the annual meeting of the State 
Conference. The school that reaches the highest 
standard will have possession of the cup for one 
year, unless its record excels the others again. The 
grading will be based upon the following points: 

1. Greatest proportional increase in enrolment over that of 
1915, 25 percent. 

2. Greatest proportional increase in average attendance over 
that of 1915, 25 percent. 

3. Greatest average attendance, in proportion to the en- 
rolment, at one church service, 25 percent. 

4. The furnishing of the annual report of the school to the 
secretary of our Sunday-school Society on the blank 
that the Sotiety sends out; this report to be graded 


on apparent accuracy and completeness, 25 percent. 
‘ 
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LESSON FOR APRIL 15 (John ro: 1-18) 
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LESSON 3. APRIL 15. JESUS THE GOOD SHEPHERD 


John 10 : 1-18. Commit verses II, 12 


Golden Text: I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd layeth down his life for the sheep.—John 10 : 11 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 
CERTAIN Christian woman whom God has 
> greatly used to bring people into the surrendered 

-A life was in the habit of using the expression, 
an “out and out Christian,” and would sometimes 
ask of this or that person, “Is he an out and out 
Christian?” One time a veteran Christian worker 
and friend said to her, “Mrs. ——, why don’t you 
ever ask me whether J am an out and out Christian?” 
And after a moment’s conversation, he said to her 
with a smile: “No, I am not an ‘out a eel Chris- 
tian; I am an ‘in and out’ Christian. For'I read that 
our Lord said, ‘I am the door; by me if any man 
enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and go 
out, and shall find pasture.’ ” 

Both these people were right. Our Lord Jesus 
wants every disciple of his to be “out and out,” and 
also to be “in and out.” When coming to verse 9 
of the lesson let the class discuss what both ex- 
pressions. mean. 


Our Background Material 


On review Sunday we named, with a single word 
or two, each of the eight chapters of John that 
were studied during the First Quarter. What shall 
we name each of the three chapters that we have now 
had in the Second Quarter (9, 10,11)? Let the class 
suggest a name or different names for each, then 
offer the following: (9) Blind Man Chapter. 
(10) Good Shepherd Chapter. (11) Lazarus Chapter. 

Turning back to the Prologue of the Gospel, the 
first 18 verses of the first chapter of John, point out 
how, in some respects, it contains the whole Gospel: 


(a) 1:4==1:19 to 6:71, The Revelation. 
(b) 1:5-11 = 7 to 12, The Rejection. 
(c) 1: 12-18 = 13 to 21, The Reception. 


This analysis, with much other valuable material, 
is given in Dr. Griffith Thomas’ pamphlet “How to 
Study the Gospel of John” (to be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, at 3 cents each, two 
copies for 5 cents). 


The Lesson Itself: 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 
son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 
of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
; quickly locating the references. 

Shepherd customs in North America are very dif- 
ferent from shepherd customs in Palestine. And we 
cannot clearly understand the feeling of this won- 
derful “Good Shepherd” message of our Lord’s un- 
til we understand something about the shepherds of 
his day and land. You have an unusual opportunity 
to give your class a memorable description of such cus- 
toms if you will read carefully, before going to class, 
the remarkable interview with a Syrian woman, 
“When the Eastern Shepherd Calls,” that is ‘given on 
page 187 in this issué.. As you read, make a written 
memorandum of each separate point of. Oriental 
shepherd life and customs: get so saturated with the 
message of the article that you can then tell your 
class of these things as though you had personally 
talked with Mrs. Barakat. You will find that the 
article describes and explains such points as the 
Oriental sheepfold; the shepherd as the door; the 
mingling of several different flocks of sheep in a 
single fold; the voice of the shepherd recognized by 
his own sheep only;.the pasturing of the sheep; the 
deadly enemies lurking in the pastures; the life-and- 
death need of the shepherd’s ceaseless watchfulness ; 
the deadly serpent, and the serpent’s deadly foe; the 
Oriental boot that fulfills prophecy; and still other 
points of exceptional interest. 

In connection with that article note lesson com< 
ments on the same customs: how unmistakingly and 
instantly the Oriental sheep know the call of their 
own shepherd (Dr. Mackie, 1, 2); the shepherd cus- 
tom illustrating how Christ is the door (Round 
Table, 4). 

Who are some of those who to-day enter not in 
by the door into the fold of the sheep, but climb up 
some other way, and therefore are thieves and rob- 
bers? (v. 1.) Let the class suggest. False religious 
teachers are the deadliest of these thieves and rob- 
bers. They are at work on every hand, all around 
us and actually within our churches. Christian 
Science, New ‘Thought, Spiritualism, Uriitarism, 


Higher Criticism, New Theology,—these are some of 
them; the surest way to test each one is to see 
whether it enters in by the Door, the Way, of the 
shed blood of Christ our Shepherd and our Substi- 


[The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee fdr printing in the lesson helps is 
John 10: 7-18] 


7 Tesus therefore said unto them again, Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, I am the door of the sheep. 8 All that came 
1 before me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not 
hear them. 9 I am the door; by me if any man enter in, 
he shall be saved, and shall go in and go out, and shall 
find pasture. 10 The thief cometh not, but that he may 
steal, and kill, and destroy: I came that they may have 
life, and may *# have it abundantly. 11: I am the good shep- 
herd: the good shepherd layeth down his life for the sheep. 
12 He that is a hireling, and not a shepherd, whose own 
the sheep are not, beholdeth the wolf coming, and leaveth 
the sheep, and fleeth, and the wolf snatcheth them, and 
scattereth them: 13 he fleeth because he is a hireling, and 
careth not for the sheep. 14 I am the good shepherd; and 
I know mine own, and mine own know me, 15 even as the 
Father knoweth me, and I know the Father; and I lay 
down my life for the sheep. 
which are not of this fold: them also I must * bring, and 
they shall hear my voice; and ‘they shall become one 
flock, one shepherd. 17 Therefore doth the Father love me, 
because I lay down ty life, that I may take it again. 
18 No one * taketh it away from me, but I lay it down of 


myself. I have * power to lay it. down, and I have * power 
to take it again. This commandment received I from my 
Father. 


1Some ancient authorities omit before me. * Or, have 

abundance |*Or, lead ‘Or, there shall be one flock 
®Some ancient authorities read took it away. Or, 
right 
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tute-Saviour. For the Bloodless Beliefs are the 
hopeless beliefs; they are sent to steal, and kill, and 
destroy (v. 10). ; 
~ Three things that distinguish the true shepherd 
from the false; in this parable, are pointed out by 
Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 3). 

If Christ is the only true shepherd, and if Christ 
is also the door, and “he that entereth in by the door 
is the shepherd of the sheep” (v. 2), then Christ 
must enter in by, or through himself. That is ex- 
actly what he has done. Paul, speaking of “all the 
flock,” calls it “the church of the Lord which he 
purchased with his owy blood” (Acts 20:28). For 
Christ “through his own blood, entered in once for 
all into the holy place, having obtained eternal re- 
demption” (Heb,'9: 12). 

An interesting spiritual meaning for the “porter” 
is suggested by Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 2). 

What is it to “go in and out” as a saved Christian? 
(v. 9.) That this is the Christian liberty for which 
Paul was so insistent is explained by Dr. Griffith 
Thomas (II, 4). But point out the difference be- 
etween liberty and license. _ 

We could not have life, and have it abundantly, 
unless our Good Shepherd had laid down his life 
for us. For in him alone is life; and we cannot 
have that life unless he gives it up for our sakes. 
Quote the remark of the old Roman who said that 
Christianity could not stand because it was founded 
upon a cross (Round Table, 1); then show how that 
is just why Christianity does stand: 

Explain the three results in the life of the sheep 
from having such a shepherd, as brought out by 
Dr. Griffith Thomas (III, 8) ; with the various things 
the shepherd does for, or is to, his sheep (Dr. Grif- 
fith Thomas, III, 7). 

And make the tremendously strong and unexpected 
point made by Mr. Howard, in the Lesson Platform, 
as to the sacrifices the sheep have to make when they 
do what the shepherd wants them to do! 

Read aloud to the class the beautiful shepherd song 
given in the Illustration Round Table (2), showing 
God’s use of shepherds throughout the human his- 
tory of his plans for his people. 


The Truth that Is Golden 


Christ’s shepherding of all who have accepted and 
received him as their Saviour is the Golden Truth 
of_time and eternity. It has often been poirted out 
that he is the Good Shepherd; the Great Shepherd; 
and the Chief Shepherd. These three aspects of our 
Lord’s shepherding work are given as follows in the 
Scofield Reference Bible: (1) As the “Good” Shep- 
herd he gives his life for the sheep (John 10:2) and 
is, therefore, “the door” by which “if any man enter 
in he shall be saved” (John 10: 9). This answers to 
Psalm 22. (2) He is the “Great” Shepherd, “brought 
again from the dead” (Heb. 13:20) to care for and 
make perfect the sheep. This answers to Psalm 23. 
(3) He is the “Chief” Shepherd who is coming in 
glory to give crowns of reward to the faithful shep- 
herds (1 Pet. 5:4). “This answers to Psalm 24. 

Those three wonderful. Psalms, 22, 23, and 24, 
should: be studied by the teacher before coming to 





16 And other sheep I have, . 


class sufficiently to make their chief points plain to 
the class. ; 
Teaching Points 


References from the Old Testament to sheep and 
hepherds_ were very familiar to Jewish hearers, such 


“as the Old Testament passages mentioned by Dr. 


Griffith Thomas (I, 1). 


When all Christ’s own have been “put forth,” or 
called, in this age, he will go before them:and the 
sheep will follow him, knowing his voice (v. 4) as, 
at his “shout” (1 Thess. 4: 16, 17) both the dead and 
the cad i in Christ are caught up to meet him in the 
air and follow him into glory. 


A reverent challenge to teachers as to the shep- 
herding they are doing of their classes, to be prayer- 
fully noted by all, is given by Miss Frederick (1). 

Christ is the door; and when we have entered into 
the door of the true sheepfold we have actually en- 
tered into Christ. For we are in him, and he in us, 
when we receive him as Saviour (Rom. 12:5; 2 Cor. 
5:17; Gal. 3: 28). 

The Christian who really trusts Christ all the 
time to meet all his needs is always well fed: shall 
find pasture (v. 9). 


Why Christ’s sheep are marked in the ear and the 
“foot (Round Table, 3). 


It is possible to have Life, the eternal Life which 
only Christ gives and is, and yet not have it abun- 
dantly (v. 10). We may have just enough of it to 
be saved; or we may have it in overflowing abun- 
dance, rivers of living water flooding our own lives 
and overflowing to bless the lives of others habitually. 
Yet the two are different only in degree (Dr. Griffith 
‘Thomas, II, 5). as 

There are different folds (v. 16), Jewish and Gen- 
tile, but only one flock, one shepherd (Gal. 3: 28; 
Dr. Griffith Thomas, II, 6). It is pointed out that 
although different portions of a shepherd’s flock may 
have spent the night in different folds, they were all 
united in the day-time. How strikingly this illus- 
trates the fact that, in the present night-time of our 
Lord’s absence from the earth, his own are in dif- 
ferent folds, but in the day-time of his coming, when 
“the bright, the morning star” appears (Rev. 22: 16), 
all will be united in one. 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

Who is the great Thief and Robber of the uni- 
verse? Why? 

When do the sheep that belong to the Good Shep- 
herd first become his own? 

In what ways are human beings like sheep? 

Why did Jesus’ hearers..not understand this par- 
able? (v. 6.) 

Has any one a right to say he does ndt know 
whether he is saved, in view of verse 9? 

_What did Jesus’ laying down of his life mean? 

Can we know the Saviour as he knows the Father? 
A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 


Jesus Anointed at Bethany (John 12: 1-11). 


The right kind of perfume lasts a long while. 
Some of it has lasted for nineteen centuries; it is as 
sweet to-day as when it was first poured out; and 
we may well believe it is going to last through all 
eternity. We can see, as we read of this wonderful 
little supper party, why it was precious to Jesus, and 
why it was hateful to another. Also why it was im- 
portant that one whom Jesus raised from the dead 
should be put to death again. 


Can it be said of you, “whom Jesus raised from 
the dead”? 


Was Mary’s gift wasteful or extravagant? 
your reasons. 


In what sense did Jesus mean that we “have not 
always” him with us? (v. 8.) 


Might Judas’ criticism of Mary have been a sound 
one? 


How was Lazarus winning persons to Christ? 
PHILADELPHIA. 


Give 


_ Just slip into your Bible study outfit “Riddle’s Out- 
line Harmony of the Gospels,” showing in parallel 
columns the events, places, dates and location in each 
Gospel. The 25 cents you'll send to The Sunday 
School Times for it is an investment with big returns. 











The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 








I. What Are the Facts? 


Connection.—There is close connection between 
this and chapter nine. Jesus continues his re- 
marks to the Pharisees due to their conduct in ex- 
communicating the man who had been born blind. 
They claimed to be the expounders of the Divine 
law, and in that capacity they had dealt with the 
man, and, if their action was true, the man had un- 
doubtedly forfeited his proper place among God's 
people. But their sentence did not reflect God’s 
judgment, and the Pharisees were not true spiritual 
guides, for they did not seek God’s honor. Thus, 
the subject of verses 1 to 21 is the contrast between 
these false guides and Jesus himself, the true Guide. 
The relations of a shepherd and his sheep are used 
allegorically, and the subject is unfolded in three 
contrasts (vs. 1-6, 7°10, 11-15). The figures of 
shtpherd and sheep would be very familiar (Jer. 
23: 1-4; Ezek. 34; Zech. 11: 16). (1) 

Place.—Still at the capital, Jerusalem, where most 
of the scenes in this Gospel are laid. A special ap- 
propriateness is thus seen in these almost constant 
offers of himself by Christ to the nation. 

Time.—December, A. D. 209. 


Books.—Vollmer, “Students’ Life of Christ” 
(Revell, $1.25 net), pp. 182-186; Smith, ‘Students’ 
Historical Geography of the Holy Land” (The Sun- 
day School Times Company, js cents), chapter 5; 
Riddle, “Outline Harmony of the Gospels” (The 
Sunday School Times, 25 cents), section 90 (see also 
sections 86-91); Croscup, “Historical Charts of the 
‘Life and Ministry of Christ” (The Sunday School 
Times, $1), section 104 (see also sections 19-103). 
This lesson is a particular opportunity for learning 
spiritual truths from Oriental customs. See some 
book like Thomson’s “The Land and the Book” 
(Harper and Brothers, New York, $2.40 to $12). 


Il. What Do These Verses Mean? 


Verse 1.—Climbeth. The Eastern sheepfold is an 
enclosure surrounded by a high wall to prevent the 
entrance of beasts of prey or even of robbers. 

Verse 3.—Porter. It is said to be usual for a num- 
ber of shepherds to gather their flocks into one rest- 
ing-place for the night, entrusting them to the care 
of a watchman or under-shepherd, the porter, whose 
duty it is to guard the entrance of the fold, when 
the shepherds go into the enclosure and call out 
each his own sheep. As the natural and spiritual 
cannot be applied in every detail, it is perhaps im- 
possible to suggest the spiritual counterpart of the 
porter, though it may mean the Divine seal on the 
life and work of Christ (1:33; 5:32; 10:36). Ac- 
cordingly, some suggest that the Holy Spirit is in- 
tended (1 Thess. 1; 5-9). (2) 

Verse 6—Understood not. Our Lord’s parable 
meant that Christ was the true Shepherd in distinc- 
tion from the false shepherds, the #harisees, and 
this on three grounds: that he entered through the 
door ; was recognized by the porter; and also by the 
sheep. (3) ’ 

Verse 7.—Door. The second contrast, where 
Christ likens himself to the door in distinction from 
all who came before him. 

Verse 9.—Go out. Another illustration of the im- 
possibility of applying spiritually every detail. The 
spiritual meaning is freedom (8:36). “The people 
of God are not under lock and key.” (4) 

Verse 10.—Life . .. abundantly. This means ful- 
ness of spiritual life and not merely the possession 
of bare life. Christ gives in fulness and abundance. 
The difference is, of course, one of degree. (5) 

Verse 16—This fold. The Jewish as distinct 
from the Gentile. Shepherds owning large numbers 
of sheep had several folds where different portions 
of their flock spent the night, but they were all 
united in the daytime. Christ would gather and 
unite all Jews and Gentiles (12:32). Flock, not 
as in the old versions, “fold.” There may be many 
folds, but there is only one flock. (6) 


Ill. The Heart of the Lesson 


1. The Shepherd. This was something entirely 
new. He had spoken in parables generally (Luke 
15), but now he speaks of himself as the Shepherd. 
As such, he is the (1) Saviour; (2) Owner; (3) 
Friend; (4) Guide of his flock. Each of these 
points can be seen in the lesson. And, as such, he 
(1) saves; (2) keeps; (3) loves; (4) leads. Each 
one of us ought to be able to take this home to the 
heart and say, “The Lord is my Shepherd” 
(Psa. 23:1). (7) 

2. The Sheep. Almost every verse has something 
to say about the relation of the sheep to the shep- 
herd (all of which should be noted), hut we will con- 
centrate on verse 9 which tells of three things: 
Safety, Liberty, Satisfaction. We are saved by the 
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Shepherd, who gives his life for our redemption 
= 11, 15). We enjoy freedom through the open 
oor of the sheepfold, and rejoice in our liberty in 
Christ (Gal. 5:1). The satisfaction comes from the 
“pasture,” the spiritual food which is ours, as Christ 
our Shepherd leads us day by day. (8) 

3. The Under-Shepherds. The solemn contrast 
between the false shepherds and the true Shepherd 
conveys a definite lesson for all Christian workers. 


_ We are expected under Christ to be of help to his 
‘ people, whether as a “porter” or in some other-ca- 


poem. Let us take care that we are not like the 
harisees, hirelings (vs. 12, 13). P 

4. The “Other Sheep.” Verse 16 looks forward to 
the future, and it is significant that Christ already 
spoke of them as belonging to himself, “I have.” He 
also said, “Them also I must yay 8 and yet we 
know that he did not, personally in his earthly life- 
time, bring a single one of them. What, then, is the 
meaning of this solemn “I must”? Surely, it is that 
they are to be brought through us, and this is the 
specific work of what we call missions or world- 
wide evangelization. 


IV. Outlining the Lesson 


As the verses are somewhat hard to divide, be- 
cause the entire subject is blended gradually through 
the three contrasts, it will perhaps be best to look 
at it under the four following figures: 


1. The Fold. 


(1) The Place (v. 1). 
3} The Intruders (v. 1). 
3) The Porter (v. 3). 


2. The Door. 
(1) The Claim (vs. 7, 9). 
(2) The Test (v. 8). 
(3) The Assertion (vs. 8, 10). 


3. The Flock. 
(1) Life (vs. 9, 10). 
(2) Intercourse (vs. 3, 4). 
(3) Conduct (vs. 4, 5). 


4. The Shepherd. 


(1) And the Fold (vs. 2, 4, 9). 
(2) And the Intruder (vs. 1, 5, 12, 13). 
(3) And the Sheep (vs. 2, 3, 4, 14, 15, 16). 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Big Ones and Little Ones.—All that came before 
me are thieves and robbers (v. 8). I have just taken 
the train at Berlin, Conn., for Stamford. I have just 
been in a business conference with the officials of 
one of the leadifg concerns of that section. The 
president is a church and Sunday-school worker. 
The treasurer is a deacon in the Congregational 
church, and his son was among the missionaries re- 
cently murdered in Turkey. he general manager 
is also active in Sunday-school work. As I came 
aboard the train I entered the diner and have been 
served by an excellent waiter. The New York, New 
Haven and Hartford Railroad is noted for its fine 
dining-car service. When my dinner reached the 
-dessert my waiter had come to know me a little. 
Pointing to my red button with the white center 
he said, “You’ne from Pennsylvania, aren’t you?” 
“Why does that button make you think so?” I asked. 
“Don’t see that button: often up here.” “Where are 

ou from?” “Philly.” “Are you a Sunday-school 

y?” “Sure, that’s the only way to have a good 
time in life.’ His name is Aaron Deming, and he 
is only a dining-car waiter living now in New Lon- 
don. Further conversation proved him to be an 
intelligent, earnest Christian colored man. And this 
land of ours is running full of Christian meri You 
find them in the high place and in the humble place. 
Officers and waiters, rich and poor, black and white. 
Our Shepherd has a tremendous flock. You find them 
when you are on the lookout for them. They don’t 
come crawling in through the kitchen window but 
through the open door of the Sunday-school (Acts 
10: 34; Job 34: 19). ; 

How They Got In.—/ am the door (v. 9). One of 
the best measures of a man in any line of activity is 
to know the déor by which he entered his career. 
Did that man come into the business by ‘squeezing 
some other poor fellow out? Did that man obtain 
his clients by insinuations and “smart” practise? Did 
that man get the job down at the mill by telling half 
truths or full lies about a fellow-workman? Did 
the salesman get the trade by knocking his com- 
petitor? Well, these did not get in by the door, but 
by the cellar window. When I want to appraise a 
minister one of the things [ want to know is 
whether he came into his holy calling by the Door. 
Or did he “take orders” for social reasons, for an 
easy life (!), “to please mother,” because “had to 
do something, you know”? Well; when you find a 
failure in the service of God you will usually find 
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he came in over the transom, or up the fire-escape! 
He that entereth by the Door is the pastor. Said 
one of my friends whose church was hunting a pas- 
tor, “I don’t care so much about other qualifications 
supposed to be desirable in a preacher just so he 
has religion.” What my friend meant was, if his 
minister was a man who walked with God in very 
truth and love, power in the pulpit and power in 
the pastorate would take care. of themselves (Jer. 
10: 21; Col. 2:8). 


The Best There Is.—/ came that they may have life 
(v. 10). I am sitting in the beautiful reception room 
in the State capitol at Harrisburg, with a company 
of other citizens of Chester County, waiting for an 
audience with Governor Brumbaugh. We are here 
to tell his excellency the-right man to appoint to fill 
a vacancy in the judgeship. We are fighting rum. 
We want a man for judge who hates rum as we 
hate it. Our candidate is a lawyer who is an elder 
in the church and who has been fighting the evil 
with us and helped us to put the principal saloon in 
town.out of business. Last week two of our citizens 
were found dead on a vacant lot with four empty 
whiskey bottles at their side. We want a judge that 
has religion because in Pennsylvania a judge that has 
religion does not have to grant a license if he does 
not want to. And he doesn’t. We are asking the 
Governor to make our man judge so that hundreds 
of poor fellows, like those found dead on the vacant 
lot, may have life and not death. Human life was 
very cheap in Christ’s day. The Roman nobles 
thought nothing of killing some ‘slaves now and 
then. The most popular of amusements was that of 
slaughter in the arena where man and beast killed 
beast and man. Jesus’ advent into the world brought 
life and ever more life, abundant life. Christianity 
is continually multiplying life. When Christianity 
gets thoroughly into politics there will not be 
whiskey bottles and dead men in the morning on 
vacant lots. There will be a happy life with wife 
and kiddies around a merry breakfast table (1 Tim. 
4:8; Psa. 21: 4). 


The Go-Ahead Man.—I am the good shepherd 
(v. 11). Leadership. When you want the work to 
go ahead with a snap down at the mill or out on the 
contract you get an Irishman or a Scotchman for 
a labor boss if you can. Why? Men like real leader- 
ship. The church wants its shepherd to be a go- 
ahead pastor. In America the Catholic Church picks 
its priests almost entirely from the Irish, although 
it is an Italian institution with headquarters at Rome. 
If things in your town are on the hum religiously 
you are likely to fin! some Scotch and Irish blood 
is lending the get-up-and-go to it. “Putting the pep 
into it,” as the boys say. “Come on, men,” should 
be the mental attitude of every pastor. But I know 
more than one instance when it is the-laymen calling, 
“Come on, dominie.” Of course, gentle reader, you 
are not that sort. If there is anything good pro- 
posed in your town you are the first to throw off 
your business and social duds, so to speak, and jump 
into the movement and yell to the other fellows on 
the bank, “Come on in, the water’s fine.” If an adult 
Bible class, a men’s brotherhood, a woman’s circle, 
a “get-one” contest, an “everybody-in-it missionary 
stir-up” is proposed, everybody says, “You can count 
on old Jonesie.” And then “everybody” goes along 
following the “old Jonesie” kind of fellow. Because 
after all men are gregarious and Jesus knew what 
he was talking about when he called us sheep (Isa. 
55:4; 53:6). 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday School Times 

three full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 

If coming later they may not be considered at all. Do 
not submit illustrations without first securing a circular 
that explains the acceptance of material, and the year’s 
lesson calendar, which will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 
All readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this 
department. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal les- 
son a statee re used, and two dollars for the best one each 
week. 

Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, and will stand a better chance of accept- 
ance than illustrations on the Golden Text. 


Why It Stands.—The good shepherd layeth down 
his life for the sheep (Golden Text). An old Roman 
said, when the Christian system was being intro- 
duced: “This system cannot stand because it is 
founded upon a cross, upon the death of its own 
Leader, upon a catastrophe; it cannot stand.” That 
is just why it does stand—From A Book of Devo- 
tions. Sent by W.J. Hart, D.D., Dolgeville,N. Y. (1) 


The Love that Won.—Laycth down .. . life 
(Golden Text). Do you not remember Norman 
Macleod’s story of the Highland mother? She was a 
widow; taking her babe she started to walk across 
the mountains, some ten miles, to the home of a rela- 
tive. A terrible snowstorm suddenly fell upon the 
hills, and little by little the mother’s strength failed. 
Next day, when men found her body it was almost 
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LESSON FOR APRIL I5 (John 10 : 1-18) 


stripped of clothing. Her chilled and dy- 
ing hands had wrapped her own clothing 
about the child, which was found in a 
sheltering nook, safe and sound. Years 
afterward the son of the minister who 
had conducted the mother’s funeral 
went to Glasgow to preach a prepara- 
tory sermon. Somehow he was re- 
minded of the story he had often heard 
his father tell. Instead of preaching 


-the sermon he had prepared, he simply 


told the story of the Highland mother’s 
love. A few days later he was sum- 
moned to the bed of a dying man. 
“You do not know me,” said the man. 
“Although I have lived in Glasgow 
many years, I have never attended a 
church. The other day I happened to 
pass your door as the snow came down. 
I heard the singing and slipped into a 
back seat. There I heard the story ot 
the widow and her son.” The man 
paused, his voice was choking, his eyes 
were filling. “I am that son,” he sobbed 
at last. “Never did I forget my 
mother’s love, but I never saw the love 
of God in giving himself for me until 
now. It was God made you tell that 
story. My mother did not die in vain. 
Her prayer is answered.”—From a ser- 
mon in the Brooklyn Eagle. Sent by 
W. J. Hart, D.D., Dolgeville, N. Y. 


A ‘Shepherd Song.—J am the good 
shepherd: the good shepherd layeth 
down his life for the sheep (Golden 
Text). 

When God sought a King for His people of 
old, 

He went to the fields to find him; 

A shepherd was he, with his crook and his 
lute 

And a following flock behind him. 


When God looked to tell of His good-will 


to men, . 
And the Shepherd-King’s Son whom He 
gave them; 
To shepherds, 
sheep, 
He told of a Christ’sent to save them. 


made» meek a-caring for 


When Christ thought to tell of His love to 
the world, ‘ 
-He said to the throng before him, 
“The Good Shepherd’ giveth His life for 
the sheep” 
And away to the cross they bore Him. 


When God sought a King for His people, 
for aye, 
He. went to the grave to find him; 
And -a :shepherd came- back, Death dead in 
his grasp, 
And a following flock behind Him. 


O love of the sheep, O life from the dead, 
O strength of the faint and the fearing; 
A shepherd is King; and His Kingdom will 
come, 
And the day of His coming is nearing. 


—By Joseph Addison Richards. From 
Quiet Talks on the Crowned Chrisi, by 
S. D. Gordon. Sent by Emma C. Fisk, 
Boonville, N.Y. (2) 


The Marks.—The sheep follow him: 
for they know his voice (v. 4). The 
celebrated Rev. W. Jay, of Bath, used 
to say that Christ’s sheep were marked 
in-the ear and the foot: “They hear 
my voice, and follow Me.”—Sent by 
W. R. Clark, Belper, Eng. (3) 


The Door.—I am the door of the 
sheep (v. 7). I-heard Dr. Henry H. 
Jessup, the hero-missionary, tell of the 
answer made him by a Syrian shepherd. 
Dr. Jessup noticed that there was no 
door or gate hung in the entrance to the 
sheepfold, and asked, “Whereis your 
door?” The man planting himself in 
the open space said: “I am the door.” 
A living door it was. None go out ex- 
cept as he permits, and no one can go 
into do harm except he overcome the 
strong man who is the door. So with 
intense emphasis Jesus says to all who 
follow him, “I am the door.”—A rem- 
iniscence of long ago. Sent by Wm. S. 
C. Webster, Remsenburg, N. Y. The 
prize for this week is awarded to this 
illustration. (4) 


Why Fear?—/ know mine own, and 
mine own know me (v.- 14). “Aren’t 
you afeard, John?” said the wife of a 
Cornish miner, as he was dying. 
“Afeard, lass! why should I fear? I 
ken Jesus, and Jesus kens me.”—From 
The Power of a Surrendered Life, by 





J. Wilbur Chapman, D.D. Sent by W. 
G. Irving, Westmount, Canada. 


ye 
Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews 


E THAT entereth not by the door 

into the fold (v. 1). The fold in 
the wilderness consists of a thick wall, 
four to six feet high, made of undressed 
stones without plaster. It is irregularly 
square or circular in shape, and along 
its ridge runs a fringe of thorn branches 
held in position by stones placed here 
and there, to withstand the wind, and 
to increase the noise made by any man 
or animal trying to get over it. 


He calleth his own sheep by name 
(v. 3). At the first intimation of dawn, 
under the fading starlight, with the fra- 
grance of thyme, tansy, mint, and pine- 
tree in the still and dewy air, a shepherd 
gets up, draws his large cloak over his 
shoulders, takes his long staff in his 
hand and gives the call to his flock. His 
own sheep at once answer by springing 
up, and pushing forward and jumping 
over the backs of the sheep of any other 
flock that may be there. These remain 
lying down and pay no attention, as it is 
not a call from their own shepherd. (1) 

They know not the voice of strangers 
(v. 5). To one unfamiliar with this 
shepherd life, the cries of one shepherd 
seem exactly like those of another, but 
the sheep discriminate acutely,. and 
when they are quietly grazing they all 


‘look up in surprise and alarm if any 


other man should try, as the writer has 
done, to imitate the calls of their own 
shepherd. (2) 


The wolf snatcheth them, and scat- 
tereth them (v. 12). The object of the 
wolf is not to scatter, but to seize the 
first sheep he can get hold of, and every 
sheep wishes to avoid being that. one. 
As soon as the presence of the wolf is 
discovered, they scatter in all direc- 
tions. It is the noise thus created that 
draws the shepherd’s attention. He 
rushes to the rescue before the wolf 
has killed the sheep he has caught and 
thrown on its side. 


And they shall become one flock, one 
shepherd (v. 16). This is a larger and 
higher meaning than one fold; one 
shepherd of the Authorized Version, as 
the fold-enclosure may contain several 
flocks each under its own shepherd. In 
our denominations it sometimes almost 
appears as if the ideal striven after 
were that of one sheep, one shepherd. 

ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt. 


ve 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we are glad that thou art the shepherd, and 
not another. We need thy care. We are in 
a tangled, thorny world, and the pasturage 
that we can find by ourselves is thin and 
arid. We cannot guard ourselves in the 
long nights when evil is abroad. Enfold 
us, we pray thee, in thy keeping, by day 
and by night, and may we not be led away 
by the voice of false shepherds. Thou 
knowest us well, and our need is plain to 
thee. Guard us and guide us, Good Shep- 
herd, through all the ways wherein thy love 
would lead us. In thy name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Did you ever no- 
tice how much sheep have to sacrifice 
if they do what the shepherd wants 
them todo? Why, they can’t get into the 
brambles, for one thing, and of course 
that’s a big loss to them. They. can’t 
stay comfortably thirsty very long be- 
cause the shepherd insists on taking 
them where there is water. They can’t 
slip away for a nice friendly walk with 
a wolf because that same shepherd has 
a curious idea that wolves aren’t good 
for sheep. And so it goes,—sheep even 
have to be deprived of the pleasure of 
being stolen by a thief whose one ob- 
ject is to destroy them. You see what 
sacrifices sheep have to make when they 
have a good shepherd. No, they can’t 
even have the fun of getting lost in the 


, others 
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hills in a blizzard and freezing to death, 
since the shepherd is so particular as to | 
herd them together at such a time. | 
Don’t you feel sorry for the sheep? 

Well, what about the sacrifices young 
folks have to make when they decide to 
let Christ be their shepherd? Come, 
now, doesn’t such talk seem a little ab- 
surd? Sacrifices? Why, it’s the shep- 
herd who made the sacrifice, not the 
sheep. No wonder we are‘called sheep, 
—we are so stupid,—yes, worse than 
stupid. 

But we don’t need to stay that way. 
Do you hear the Good Shepherd calling 
to you to-day? What will you do,— 
run to the brambles, or get with the 
flock, and follow him to the sweet val- 
leys of tender pasturage? 





HEAR 


THE SHEEP fi 


FIND PASTURE 
WILL YOU? 











Will you to-day? Then tell the Good 
Shepherd that you will, as we bow our 
heads, “while Christ’s under-shepherd 
our pastor—the word mearis shepherd, 
you know—leads us in prayer. 

PHILADELPHIA. 


Lesson Hymn§ and Psalms 


“ Saviour, like a shepherd lead us.” 

“TI was a wandering sheep.” 

“The King of love my Shepherd is.” 

“ There wert ninety and nine that safely lay.” 

“I gave my life for thee.” 

“The Lord is my shepherd.” 

“ There’s no love to me like the love of 

Jesus.” 
“TI will sing the wondrous story.” 
- (References in parentheses are to the 
metrical Psalm Book “Bible Songs.’’) 

Psalm 22: 22-26 (41 : 1-4). 
Psalm 23 : 1-6 (46: 1-5). 
Psalm 80 : 1-19 (163: 1, 8, 10). 
Psalm 78 : 52-72 (160: 1, 2, 17-19). 
Psalm 79 : 8-13* (161 : 1-3). 


[ Department Helps | 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teacuinc.—A good shep- 
herd cares for his sheep. 


Suggestions—This should be a very 
attractive, helpful lesson for children 
because their sympathies are usually 
strong toward little creatures, which, 
like themselves, must depend upon 
for provision and protection. 
Children are interested in the care of 
animals. Sheep need special care. 

The story of a shepherd’s care for 
his sheep leads to the story of the 
Good Shepherd’s care for the children, 
and would not be complete without the 
missionary thought of those others, 











“Not of this fold,” who must be 
brought in. 
Illustrative Material. —:Many city 


children may never have seen live 
sheep. From the train some may have 
seen sheep in a fenced pasture with no 
shepherd near. Oriental flocks were 
much smaller than those in our great 
Western states. The relation of shep- 
herd to sheep was more individual. A 
pet lamb or sheep was sometimes con- 
sidered as a member of the family (2 
Sam. 12:3). 

To develop a correct idea show sev- 
eral shepherd pictures to illustrate parts 
of the Twenty-third Psalm, with which 
Primary children should be familiar. A 
large picture of a fold will be helpful, 
or the sides of,a pasteboard bex may 
be adapted to demonstrate a fold. As 
the story is told, “Christ the Good 
Shepherd” and “Christ Blessing Little 
Children” will help. A newer picture, 
“Christ, the Hope of the World” shows 
Christ in the midst of children of many 
nations. This may be secured from 
Missionary Education Movement, 156 
Fifth, Avenue, New York, at prices 





| his sheep. 
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| from 20 cents to $3.50. It is a fine 


permanent picture for the Primary 
room. Miscellaneous pictures of chil- 
dren will deepen the missionary 
thought. 


“The Song of our Syrian Guest,” by 
William Allen Knight, gives a beauti- 
ful description of Oriental shepherd 
life (Pilgrim Press, Boston, 35 cents to 
$1.25). 

Introduction—Last Sunday we talked 
about “New Life.” Perhaps you have 
noticed it in seeds, bushes, and trees. 
Spring is here. In the Country may be 


found little chicks, birds, calves, colts, * 


pigs, lambs, and all sorts of little things. 
In the cities some birds may be seen 
building nests for their birdies. Some 
of these little things soon learn to care 
for themselves, Lambs need much 
care. 

Let us tell each other how many dif- 
ferent names we know for Jesus. Re- 
call Bread and Water of Life; Light of 
the World; the Way, the Truth and 
the Life; I am the Resurrection and 
the Life. In to-day’s story Jesus gives 
himself two new names: I am the 
Door, I am the Good Shepherd. 

Lesson Story—David was a good 
shepherd (1 Sam. 17: 34-37). The man 
who had one hundred sheep was a good 
shepherd (Luke 15: 3-7). 

A good shepherd knows anid calls his 
sheep by name. They listen and follow. 
Sometimes at night or in times of dan- 
ger the shepherd takes his sheep to the 
fold. The shepherd or porter stands at 
the door of the fold to watch every 
sheep that goes in or out, to put oil on 
any bruises, to give cool water to the 
tired or weak ones. The good shepherd 
cares for his sheep in every way. 

Jesus wanted to care for his people 
in every way. One day when he was 
talking to the people he said, I am the 
door; I am the good shepherd. That 
was what King David meant when he 
wrote the Shepherd Psalm, The Lord 
is my shepherd, etc. Sing: 

“Saviour, like a shepherd lead us, 

Much we need thy tender care.” 


Jesus wanted to teach the people that 
if a good shepherd cares so much for 
sheep, how much more did Jesus care 
for people. Jesus said, A good shep- 
herd will give his life for his sheep. 
Sometimes thieves, robbers, or even 
wolves would come after the sheep. A 
hired shepherd might run away and 
leave the sheep to suffer. A true, good 
shepherd would give his life to save 
Show the picture of Christ 
blessing the children, and call attention 
also to the obscure sheep drinking at a 


fountain. Sing: 
“We are the lambs of Christ’s flock, we 
are told, 
Each one a treasure more precious than 


gold; 
Tho’ we are many, he loves all the same, 
Tenderly calling each one by his name. 
“In his strong arms he will lovingly hold 
All of the wee, tender lambs of his fold; 


While o’er his flock he will ceaseless 
watch keep, 


All the day long and at night while we 
sleep.” 


(Carols, Leyda Pub. Co., Chicago, 25 cents). 


Jesus talked of the other sheep not 
of this fold. Show pictures and close 
with the missionary thought. 

Hand-work.—Cut out, tear, or draw 
a fold with one door, also a shelter in 
one corner. Some may wish to write the 
new names of Jesus. 


Peoria, ILL. 


My Class of Girls 
By Miss Bernice Frederick 


os the. purpose of prayerful consid- 


eration by teachers, permit reverent 
violence to be done the first fivé verses 
of our lesson text: 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, She 
that entereth not by the door (Jesus 
only) into the fold of her sheep 
(pupils), but climbeth up some other 
way, the same is a thief and a robber. 
But she that entereth in by the door is 
a shepherd of her sheep. To her the 
porter (Spirit) openeth: and the sheep 











Sixty-eight 
New Subscribers in 


Two Adult Classes 


And here is the way this 
came about: 


The Men’s and Ladies’ Adult Classes 
of the Second Reformed Church have 
decided to read The Sunday School 
Times next year. Having been a 
subscriber myself for over twenty-five 
years, I assure you that it affords 
me great pleasure to be able to send 
you so large a list of new subscribers | 
as enclosed herewith. 





I have always been enriched in my 
spiritual life by the rich contents of 
the Times, and particularly so during | 
recent years. I teach the Aduli Ladies’ 
Class, and rejoice in it that while we 
shall together study the blessed Gos- 
pel of John, we shall together be 
guided by the valuable help of the 
Times from week to week, I am 
sure we shall all richly profit. These 
subscriptions are paid for from the 
Sunday-school treasury. 
CORNELIUS DOSKER, 
Grand_Rapids, Mich. 


How many subscriptions to 
The Sunday School Times will 
you send from the membership 
of your adult class? 


Why not see what you can 
do about it? 


It’s evident from the con- 
stant requests for specimen 
copies “for my adult class” 
that many teachers are getting | 
the vision of a whole class at 
work in whole-hearted Bible | 
study, with a lesson-help in 
hand that brings the members | 
to the class sessions prepared | 
to co-operate with the teacher 
in lesson discussion, 





Will you give your class that 


° | 
opportunity ? 








’ If there is a club already in your 
school, the subscribers from your 


class should be added to that club. 











Simply fill. out, cut out and | 
mail this blank and make a| 
beginning—zxow. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 


Gentlemen; Please send me . e eas 
free specimen copies of a current issue of The 
Sunday School Times for distribution to. mem- 
bers of my aduét Bible class. While I assume 
no obligation in the matter, I shall be glad to 
try to secure a club of subscribers among the 
members of the class. 


een eee a een ee ee ee 
Address 


MR. 6 kk os Oe i SS 


| doesn’t it? 





Aduit class of men, or women? . . 


Waukee De ocs 


My Class of Girls 
( Continued from preceding page) 

hear her voice: and she calleth (is en- 
abled to call) her own sheep by 
(Christ’s) name, and leadeth them out 
(into service). When she hath put 
forth all her own, she goeth before 
them, and the sheep follow her: for 
they know (have confidence in) her 
voice. And a stranger (to Christ) will 
they not follow, but will flee from her: 
for they know not (have no confidence 
in) the voice of strangers. (1) 

In and Out.—Did any of you girls 
ever have a teacher who put your room 
on its hones? Did you behave any bet- 
ter for her than for other teachers? 
Why? Draw out reasons. Well, it all 
comes down to a question of love, 
She loved you enough to 
trust you, and you appreciated her 
trust and loved her so for it that you 
did not want to do anything she would 
not approve. So she could let you go 
in and out and about the room when- 
ever necessary without having to ask 
permission or give a reason, because 
she knew that her will was also yours. 
She became a door to freedom—honest, 
open, enjoyable freedom. 

Jesus also is a door of constraining 
love. We are attracted to enter through 
him because he so loved us that he-gave 
his life for us, trusting us to appreciate 
his sacrifice. hen we enter we are 
not only saved from (forgiven) all the 
wrong we have done, but we are en- 
abled to go in and go out of all kinds 
of experiences in this world and find 
pasture continually for our souls, if in 
loving gratitude we submit our wills 
to him so that everything can work for 
our good. 


Have Life—-Abundantly.—Why do 


| we pinch back vines, cut sweet peas and 


roses, and pull the nasturtiums? Yes, 
for bouquets—to put where flowers can 
not grow. But even if we did not care 
to make bouquets it is good for the 
plants ; they grow and produce tHe more 
abundantly. That is God’s natural law. 

Jesus gave freely of himself during 
his ministry, and at the last gave his 
life (the reason for his coming) that 
we “may have life, and may have it 
abundantly.” That is God’s spiritual 
law. If we just live our natural sin- 
stunted lives we shall soon wither and 
die without giving beauty or helpful- 
ness to the world, but if we accept the 
life he offers us, then we live flourish- 
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ing lives, growing and producing the 

more abundantly as others take from us. 

Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read John 12: I-11. 


1: What prompted Mary to pour out 
such precious ointment on Jesus? 


2. Each of us has a best which she 
can put at Jesus’ feet. What is yours? 


3. What was the trouble with Judas 
Iscariot? Are girls ever similarly 
afflicted to-day? 


4. Do people ever act to-day as in 
verse 9? Tell of such-an incident. 


. Kansas Crrty,*Mo. 
ve 


Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Regers 


Short Cuts.—-“Climbeth up some other 
way.” Teacher says it is not only in 
religion that people try short cuts. He 
talked a lot about “get-rich-quick” 
schemes, using “ponies” to cram for 
examination, and going into business on 
a three months’ business course instead 
of a real education. He told about a 
fellow who tried that and after twenty 
ears is still only an assistant book- 
eeper. We finally decided that short 
cuts don’t usually pay. Teacher be- 
lieves that old proverb: “The longest 
way round is the shortest way home.” 


Safe Guides.—“They know his voice.” 
Teacher thinks we are all following 
somebody. He says none of us buy a 
new necktie but that we get it like 
some other fellow’s. He thinks that’s 
a good thing if we pick out the right 
kind to be our example, but he says we 
want to be like the sheep and know who 
are safe guides and who are not.. He 
believes something inside of us will tell 
us who are the “strangers” that we'd 
better not follow, only sometimes we 
won't listen to that inward voice be- 
cause we want to go with the wrong 
crowd. 


A Hireling.—“The hireling fleeth.” 
“Did you ever see a hireling?” asked 
teacher. 

“No, sir, they don’t raise 
around here,” answered Fatty. 

But teacher said a hireling is any one 
who is working merely for money and 
has no interest in his work. A hireling 
washes his hands before the whistle 
blows, loafs when the boss’ back is 
turned, grumbles about “luck” and 


sheep 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 


== —~ The (ood Shepherd layeth down hislife for the sheep” 























Strengt 
» for Motherhood 
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time for se 

proven qualities, 
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cheer, needfu 
SCOTT’S EMULSION. 


SCOTT’S EMULSION charges the 
blood with life-sustaining richness, 
suppresses nervous conditions, aids 
the quality.and quantity of milk 
and insures sufficient fat. 
Its COD LIVER OIL feeds the very 
life cells. Its LIME and SODA help 
avoid rickets and make teething easy. 
14-46 Avoid Substitutes. No Alcohol! 















“pull” when some boy is promoted over 
his head, and tries to do as little as 
possible. 

“Hirelings are no count,” spoke up 
Bumps. 

“No,” replied teacher, “and one can 
be a hireling even in school if he doesn’t 


fight against it.” I guess teacher knew 
Bumps had been loafing at his lessons. 

Dangerous Wolves. — “The wolf 
snatcheth them.” We named some of 
the wolves that catch boys now; lazi- 
ness, untruthfulness, impurity, intem- 
perance, etc., and teacher said every 
boy needs a shepherd to protect him. 

“Who is it?” asked Carl. 

“Christ,” answered teacher. 

The Door.—“I am the door.” The 
last point was about saving ourselves. 
Some of the boys had said that any 
fellow can keep straight and be good if 
he only uses his will power. _ Teacher 
took that up and showed how .God has 
appointed Jesus to be the door, and to 
try to get to heaven some other way 
is stealing in like a thief. He says you 
can’t crawl under the canvas into 
heaven. If we could have saved‘ our- 
selves God wouldn’t have given his only 
Son to die. The only way is through 
him. . 

Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read John 12: I-11. 

Why did Martha get up a banquet? 

Why did Mary anoint Jesus? 

How much is three hundred shillings? 

What sin had crept into Judas’ life? 

Was Judas’ criticism a-good one? 

In what way was Lazarus a witness 
for Jesus? 

Terre Haute, Inp. - 





For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 








the life-story of that remarkable 
Calabar missionary, Mary Slessor. Miss 
Gilmour, one of the new lady agents, 
tells how on Miss Slessor’s departure to 
appear at some Government function, 
“she gathered the bairns for family 
worship, and in a simple and beautiful 
way read to them the story of the Good 
Shepherd and the sheep that followed. 
Then, as an illustration, she took the 
story of Peter’s denial of our Lord, and 
showed that Peter sinned because he 
followed “afar off.” “Eh, bairns,” she 
said, “it’s the wee lassie that sits be- 
side her mother at mealtimes that gets 
all the nice bittocks. The one who sits 
far away and sulks disna ken what she 
misses. Even the pussy gets more than 
she does. Keep close to Jesus the Good 
Shepherd all the way.” 
Spiritual lessons’ so simply thrust 
home are not readily forgotten. 


April 9 to 15 
Mon.—John 10: 1-10. The Good Shepherd. 
Even a sheep knows the difference 





between a shepherd and a hireling. The 


O-DAY I cull another incident from « 
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LESSON FOR APRIL 15 (John x : 1-18) 





For Eastertide Entertainments 
of the Parish 


Bausch [omb 


Balopticon 


THE PERFECT STEREOPTICON 








hireling has no heart for the sheep, and 
his interest is no greater than his wages. 
The “Good” Shepherd surrenders his 
all for his sheep, andj upon them he be- 
stows his care, and his strength is de- 


voted to their protection. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray the Lord 
to raise up faithful she ng who shall 
care for the flock of ; that foolish 
and unwise men may be hme Be and 
that unholy efforts to scatter God’s peo- 
ple may be frustrated. Pray for all 
faithful ministers and pastors. 
Tues.—John 10: 11-18. Jesus, 

Shepherd. 

As the good Shepherd, Jesus knows 
his sheep; their names and places of 
abode, their peculiar trials and tempta- 
tions, their weakness and infirmities. 
Furthermore, He died for his sheep. 
He interposed himself between them and 
the destroyer. Sheep appointed for the 
slaughter were ransomed by the blood 
of the Shepherd. 


Prayer Succe$tions: Our Lord wants 
every saved person to be his servant. 
Pray to fealize something of the honor 
of being a co-worker with God; for a 
vision of the déep need of lost souls, 
and for the passion to seek their salva- 
tion. Pray for evangelists, colporteurs, 
and all home missionaries. 
aetieg 10: 19-30. Darkness of Unbe- 

ief. 

The enemies of our Lord wilfully 
closed their eyes to the light. While 
asking for evidence of his Messiahship 
they really desired some ground for re- 
jecting him. It is not evidence unbe- 
lievers want, but a humble, trusting, 
teachable heart. There is light for 
those who wish to see. 


PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: Pray for the 
great body of church-members through- 
out the United States; that all may be 
true to the vows taken upon them, and 
that they may be set free from the 
common and popular sins of theater- 
going, card-playing, dancing, and kin- 
dred customs. Pray that the Church of 
God everywhere may be sanctified 
through the truth. 


Thurs.—John -10 : 31-42. Evidence of Works. 


“These,” said Mr. Spurgeon, “are 
the ultimate arguments of unbelief— 
stones.” There’ is no sense in stones 
and no reason in violence; but thus do 
hatred and bitterness vent themselves. 
Let unbelievers beware, for stones 
thrown at heaven have an inconvenient 
tendency to return upon the heads of 
those who throw them: 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: 
larly to-day for medical missions 
throughout the whole mission field. 
Especially pray for medical mission 
work in China. Many of the stations 
are understaffed, and on that account 
the work is crippled. Pray for an in- 
crease of volunteers for this work so 


the Good 


Pray barticu- 
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that the strain upon the present workers 

may be relaxed. 

Fri—Zech, 11: 15-17; 13: 7-9. The Foolish 
Shepherd. ‘ 


The foolish shepherd neglects every 
duty which a shepherd should perform 
for his flock. The sick, the bruised, the 
broken, the scattered have alike a claim 
upon him. Such an one is called “fool- 
ish” because he is most fooli$h who is 
guilty of such impiety. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
poor of the land. Notwithstanding the 
fact that America was never wealthier 
than at the present time it would seem 
that the poor were never poorer. Pray 
for the spirit of kindness and charity 
to be exercised toward all suffering from 
distress, need; and sorrow. Pray for 
all charitable institutions. 

Sat.—Matt. 18: 7-14. Lost Sheep. 


Our Lord has a peculiar interest in 
even one lost soul. While the lost one 
is straying he goes on seeking. The 
Saviour is seeking those who are now 
sinning. 

“Determined to save 
He watched o’er my path, 
When, Satan’s blind slave, 
I sported with death.” 

Prayer SuGcesTions: Pray that the 
God-fearing remnant among the Jews 
may be greatly increased and_-that Is- 
rael may have her eyes opened to see 
the glory of the Redeemer. Pray that 
in the reading of the Scriptures to-day 
in the synagogues Christ may be re- 
vealed and that they who are of Abra- 
ham’s seed may accept Abraham's 
Lord: 

Sun.—Luke 15: 1-10. Joy of Finding. 

The shepherd had exercised great 
labor over the lost one. He went up 
among the mountains to find it, and 
now with the travel and travail ended 
he rejoices that the sheep is safe. If 
we love the Church of God we are 
bound to keep a feast day when fallen 
ones are raised up and lost ones found. 


Prayer Succestions: Let us devote 
some of our time this morning in prayer 
and intercession for the Sunday Cam- 
paign being carried on in the city of 
New York. Pray for the work in the 
great tabernacle, but also for the 
smaller meetings held. during the week 
in shops, stores, offices, schools, and 
colleges. Pray for physical and spirit- 
ual strength to be granted Mr. Sunday. 


New York Ciry. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, April 15 


The Lord’s Day the Best Day 
(Neh. 13: 15-22), 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


Mon.—Best for (Rev. 1: 
10-20). 
Tues.—Best for 
12-15). 
Wed.—Best for rest (Exod. 20: 8-11), 
Thurs.—Best for worship (Psa. 118: 


meditation 


instruction (Acts 16: 


24-29). 
Fri.—Best for fellowship (Acts 20: 7-12). 
Sat.—Best for service (John 5: 1-13). 











Why is the Lord’s Day necessary. 
How does the Lord’s Day help you? 
How can we make Sunday more profitable? 


HE Lord’s Day will be the best day 
to all to whom the Lord is best. If 
the Lord Jesus Christ is uninteresting 
to us, a tame and distant figure in ‘his- 
tory, or mythical and unreal, if we do 


“not like to talk about him or do not 


know how to commune with him and to 
enjoy his companionship as we would 
that of our dearest friend, then it is 
quite natural that a day devoted to 
him and separated as far as_ possible 
from all interests that could divert the 
thoughts from him. or obscure his 
memory should be a tiresome and 
dreaded day. But if Jesus is the most 
fascinating of all personalities to us, if 


19§ 














HE Presbyterian Church 
announces its New Stand- 
ard Westminster Teacher 

Training Course based on the 


new standard recently adopted 
by the Sunday School Council of 
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Dean of the Faculty of Education, Queen's 
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Part II—Ten Lessons on the Principles 
of Teaching, with Emphasis on 
General Psychology. 

By Robert Wells Veach, M.A., D.D., 

Educational Secretary of the Presb 

Board. of Publication and Sabbath School 


Work. 


the First Year's work of the New 
Furnished,” the 
completion full three years’ course, the Joint 


the textbooks for these two years will be 


The book will be arranged in four parts of ten lessons each, a total of forty lessons, for the 
First Year's work. To enable’ Teacher Training classes to begin 
minster Course, these parts will appear separately, as written. 


These parts are published separately. 
A Certificate for First Year's Works Diploma for Complete Course. 


Standard Westminster Course 
Denentinationsl Certificate will be awarded, and also for the Second Year's work. For the 
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snnounced later. 


at once on this New West- 
(Price, 15 cents each.) 
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-sylvania. 
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School, an Outline of the Aim, 
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the Modern Sunday School. 

By Dr. Veach. 
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i words and life are the richest of all 
| records to us, if fellowship with him is 
| the greatest and most purifying joy, 
| then a whole day given to him will be 
the happiest and most profitable of all 
days. Our attitude to the Lord’s Day 
is in a most real way bound up with 
our attitude to the Lord. The more we 
love and honor Him, the more we will 
love and honor it. 


ye 
We need its rest. Men have always 
needed it, but they need it more to-day 
than ever before, both for body and for 
mind. The rush of work in every occu- 
pation’ to-day is excessive. Men are 
geared higher than the machines they 
make, and the weaker are driven or 
drive themselves to keep up with the 
pacemakers. The hurry is becoming 
irrational, and it will be literally un- 
balancing unless men keep the lull and 
restoring quiet of the Lord’s Day, when 
the bearings can cool and the poise be 
re-won. 
we 


The Lord’s Day is necessary to keep 
life true in-its perspective and propor- 
tion. We see it truly only when we 
see Christ as its center and all parts and 
problems of it_in relation to him. Un- 
less we reserve one day in which to see 
him clearly, to review our courses in 
their relation to him, to let the fogs and 
smoke banks clear away while we get 
our directions clearly set again in his 
light we shall go clean astray into 
wanderings from which there will be 
no recall, 

ve 


There are nourishments and rein- 
forcements of soul for which we need 
the Lord’s Day with its time for read- 
ing and prayer, its worship and instruc- 





tion. The men or nations who go with- 
out do not need to say anything about 
it. The evidence is written in their own 
lives. 

we 


One day in seven is all too short for 
the ministries of service and friend- 
ship which cannot be put in the crevices 
of the other days. There are calls of 
kindness and comfort to be made, en- 
couragements to be given, letters of 
sympathy and help to be written, quiet 
talks with little children and friends, 
and a score of the deeds which the 
Lord loves and for which he wants a 
day given to Him and used. 


“O day of rest and gladness, 
O day of joy and light, 
O balm of care and sadness, 
Most beautiful, most bright; 
On thee the high. and lowly, 
Through ages joined in tune, 
Sing Holy, Holy, Holy, 
To the great God Triune.” 


bY 

The Lord’s Day is His! We do not 
give it to Him. We can only take it 
away from Him. 

The Lord’s Day is the day on which 
He would give us himself in full meas- 
ure for all days. 

The Lord’s Day is the first claim and 
realization upon earth of the Day of 
the Lord. 


New York Cry. 


UDENS. 


Sweeten the —— 5c 
the the throat. 











800 
‘WM. H. LUDEN READING, PA. 








| Save 14 On This 


| Solid Comfort Rocker 


H) Our Rocker No. 16622055. Equipped with 


1 yielding springs. Comfortable and well 
4 upholstered in a dependable grade of 
artificial black leather A good value for 
the money. tion guaranteed or 
money back. “But it is only one of 
hundreds offered y 


The Book of Furniture Bargains 


i” Su 8 money-savi ices 
i pope ing you need ‘ome Free 
iy ture. Sead post card for it today. — 


Gow York Chiesge Keases Ft. Werth Portiend,Gre. 
i Wrile Huse Most Connie 


BRING Jubilate KEEP 
‘our suman OO COMING 


Would you have 
Attendance bringing—enthusiastic singing— 
Best Classic Music— 
Original ‘Twopart Songs— 
Highest Grade Gospel Selections— 
Easter and Christmas Music, and 
100 Original Sunday-Scnool Songs (new) . 
Jubilate -- Your School — A JoyFULL School 
$20, $25, $30, according to Binding 


Returnadle copy at our expense 


HALL-MACK CO., 1018-1020 Arch St., Philadelphia 
F. E. Hathaway,West. Agt., 339 S.Wabash, Chicago 








HR = 


Cobb Wm 


C3 


“4 


1 


Cong 


7 


3 





‘BILLY SUNDAY ON BOOZE 


) Ponsetiqnal la nspiring 
Send us your name an a two others who woul. 
be interested in distribuging his message and we will 
send you a copy free ig terms to representatives. 
Write ‘or $100. A onus offer 


ble Press, Dept. C.P., Philadelphia 


Che Sunday School Fines 


Philadelphia, March 31, 1917 


Interna’ 
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isters, and the best Christian homes, in 
English-speaking Christendom of to-day. 
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payable in advance, for either old or 
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each, per copy. One copy, five years, $6. 
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a club at the $1 rate. 


Enough copies of any one issue of the 
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school to examine it will be sent free 
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L Children at Home ] 





The Fen Folk 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


‘Fo Band was abroad again, and 
this time in a far country. Only the 
Captain knew the paths and the dwellers 
in this lone marsh-land. First they 
crossed a great river where from the 
ferry-boat they saw their first herring- 
gulls. The snow-white ones with black 
tips ‘to their wings, the Captain said, 
were the grown-ups, while the —. 
gray and black-drab birtis were the 
ittle-ups. On the New Jersey side they 
followed a winding road through the 
woods, and on the way they learned 
many new evergreens. One was a tree 
with red berries and stiff, bright-green 
thorny leaves. 

“I don’t know the name of it,” said 
Trottie, pricking his nose severely, try- 
ing to smell the berries, “but they are 
the same leaves that Mother buys for 
Christmas greens every year.” 

“Quite right,” said the Captain, “it’s 
holly, and if we could make it grow over 
on our side of the river, she wouldn’t 
have to buy’ any more.’ 

Then he showed them the, little fatal 
sheep-laurel with its green drooping 
leaves, which kill sheep when they nib- 
ble them in winter; dark-green glossy 
leaves of the mountain laurel whose 
dead branches make wonderful fire- 
wood; and the wider smooth drooping 
green leaves of the wild sweet magnolia, 
whose gray bark is spicy like the spice- 
bush or the sassafras, yet with a gin- 
gery bite of its own. Then there were 
the climbing fern, and the wintergreen 
leaves which the Band ate by handfuls, 
to say nothing of white. cedars, and 
pitch-pines with their needles in clusters 
of threes, and the yellgw pines whose 
needles were usually arranged in twos. 
The last of the evergreens. was a_bush 
with olive-green leaves and tiny bitter 
black berries, It was the ink-berry. a 
poor relation of the Christmas holly, for 
in spite of its duller leaves and murky 
berries it is a holly too. 

Near the ink-berry was another shrub, 
with flat frost-bitten greenish-brown 
leaves and curious wrinkled waxy white 
berries growing directly from the stem. 
The Captain picked a few of the leaves, 
crushed them in his hand, and thrust 
them under the Third’s straight little 
nose. 

“Smells like a barber-shop,” remarked 
the latter, and the children all took 
turns in sniffing. the sweet, spicy per- 
fume of the bruised leaves. 

“It’s the bayberry,” explained the 
Captain; and he told them how his 
grandmothér used to melt the outside 
waxy flakes of the berries and make 
wonderful bayberry wax candles, and 
how one would perfume the little bed- 
room up under the eaves in which he 
slept when he went to visit her. The 
Band picked bunches to take home to 
Mother, but the Captain said he didn’t 
believe she knew how to make candles. 

The air was like iced wine with the 
perfume of the pines, and in spite of 
the. cold the Band had never seen such 
a deep blue sky, even in midsummer. 
On a crooked stream, steeped amber- 
brown and sweet by millions of. cedar- 
roots, stood the Cabin. Inside, the Cap- 
tain lighted a roaring fire of scrub-oak 
sticks and black-oak logs, and they all 
sat around and toasted their toes while 
he brewed a great flagon of mulled ale. 
It smelled a good deal like cdécoa, and 
the flagon looked like a brown pitcher 
that had once stood in Mother’s china- 
closet; but that other gay and gallant 
Band that had hunted the dun deer in 
Merry England in the brave days of old 
had been partial to mulled ale, and 
what was good enough for Robin Hood 
was good enough for anyone—so 
argued the Band. 

On the way to Indiola Bog, where 
cranberries were raised on hundreds of 
acres of lonely, flooded woodland, a 
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roadside like a mouse, It was only in 
sight a moment, but that was enough 
for Honey, the Sharp Eyes of the 
Band. 

“It’s a fittle tiny wren,” he shouted, 
“T can see his long curved beak and his 
funny, perty tail.” 

“A winter-wren,” chanted Trottie the 
ornithologist, who spent all his spare 
time in poring over bird-books, “the 
fourth smallest bird in the Eastern 
States, found along brooksides, a win- 
ter resident,” he quoted. A winter- 
wren it was, and all the Band at once 
noted it down on their yearly bird- 
sheets, on which was kept a list of every 
bird seen during the year. Alice-Pal- 
ace had to. print the name, and she 
spelled it “wintur ren” in spite of 
Henny-Penny’s protest. 

“If ‘r-e-n’ doesn’t spell ‘wren,’ what 
does it spell?” said Alice-Palace. 

For two miles the Band wound its 
way along a delightfully concealed path, 
which began at a little door back of 
Sam Carpenter’s saw-mill, and crept 
through the middle of thickets, along 
the edge of little lakes.and across rush- 
ing brooks on single logs, but so hidden 
that strangers would never have found 
it. For the owners of cranberry-bogs 
set in the middie of the woods were 
not -anxious to have the way to the 
same at all well known. The Captain, 
however, knew all the secret paths. He 
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‘could go to Gum Spring, where the 


pitcher-plants grew, and knew the: way 
to Ong’s Hat where the hat of that mur- 
dered chief had been found a century 
ago. He could follow the maze of 
wood-roads to Mount Misery, Double- 
Trouble, Apple-Pie Hill, Friendship, 
and ali the other little settlements hid- 
den away in the heart of the great pine- 
barrens. 

By the time Indiola Bog had been 
reached, the Band was ready for lunch, 
and immediately scattered to bring in 
firew 

“No sticks with bark on,” warned the 
Captain, “it makes a smoke which may 
betray us to the lurking bloodthirsty 
Mingoes. Moreover, it’s hard on the 
eyes.” 


(To be concluded next week) 
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